Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on mobilising Information and Communications Technologies to facilitate the transition to an energy-efficient, low-carbon economy, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Patrizia TOIA (S&D/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0120/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0153
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 May 2010

4.
Subject: How Information and Communications Technologies can facilitate the transition to a low-carbon economy
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the 2009 Commission's Communication
 and Recommendation
 on mobilising Information and Communication Technologies to facilitate the transition to an energy-efficient, low-carbon economy. Parliament stresses that ICT for energy efficiency should be mainstreamed in the European Digital Agenda and calls for the potential of ICT to enable CO2 emissions reduction to be exploited in key sectors, transport being one. The resolution identifies ICT-based solutions which could reduce carbon emission stemming from business trips (e.g. through conference calls). The resolution encourages the ICT sector's undertaking to cut its own energy consumption. It calls for the promotion of responsible energy consumption through installation of smart meters and underlines that smart meters and ICT in general require broad information campaigns to explain their benefits to the citizens. In this respect, Parliament encourages the Commission to establish an EU web portal with the best practices on usage of ICT for energy efficiency. Parliament calls on the Commission to adjust the EU budget to accelerate the development of cost-effective low carbon technologies in particular aiming at meeting the financial needs for the implementation of the Strategic Energy Technology plan. It also encourages the Commission to take into account the less developed regions of the EU in relation to ICT financing and to secure assets for the purpose of co-financing the implementation of smart meters.

Finally, the Parliament also identifies a number of points which call for immediate action by the Commission and the Member States including:

· the definition by the Commission of a common minimum functional specification for smart metering systems and a proposal by the end of 2010 of a timetable with ambitious and binding ICT-driven energy-saving goals for all ICT sectors and the Member States;

· agreement by  Member States, by the end of 2010, on a common minimum functional specification for smart metering systems;

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
On the two most substantive points of the recommendation, the Commission is working on several fronts:

On the definition of energy efficiency and carbon goals for the different subsectors of the ICT industry:

The main ICT sector associations
, have been working, since February 2010, in the context of the ICT4EE Forum to set, by self regulation, a framework to measure the energy efficiency and carbon emissions of all ICT processes. This will include adopting methodologies, targets and defining reporting, auditing and verification procedures to be adopted by individual ICT companies. The ICT4EE Forum is also mandated to foster partnerships between the ICT sector and the buildings and transport sectors in order to identify areas where the impact and cost-effectiveness of ICT to achieve environmental goals can be maximised. The core of this work should be completed by the end of 2011. Furthermore the recently adopted Digital Agenda for Europe
 has defined as one of its key actions "to assess by 2011 whether the ICT sector has complied with the timeline to adopt common measurement methodologies for the sector's own energy performance and greenhouse gas emissions and propose legal measures if appropriate".

Concerning the definition of common minimum functionalities for smart meters the Commission, in the above mentioned Recommendation has invited Member States to define minimum functionalities at national level by the end of the current year. The Commission has also issued a standardisation mandate (441) to the European Standardization Organizations, CEN, CENELEC and ETSI, who have created the Smart Meters Co-ordination Group that is currently working on the definition of “additional functionalities” for smart metering at European level.

The Smart Grids Task Force, a stakeholders group created by the Commission, is also looking at an agreement - among regulators, network operators, consumers, the Energy and the ICT industries - on the set of functionalities for Metering Systems necessary for Smart Grids. The task force is expected to produce a set of services and functionalities for Smart Grids as well as recommendations for possible future legislation by the end of 2010.
Finally the Commission is actively working on a call to establish an EU web portal with the best practices on usage of ICT for energy efficiency.
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