Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the contribution of the Cohesion policy to the achievement of Lisbon and the EU2020 objectives, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Ricardo CORTÈS LASTRA (S&D/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0129/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0191

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution:  20 May 2010
4.
Subject: contribution of the Cohesion policy to the achievement of Lisbon and the EU2020 objectives
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution focuses on the contribution of cohesion policy to the Lisbon agenda and the Europe 2020 strategy. The first part of the resolution provides an assessment of the Lisbon earmarking system in the period 2007-2013. The resolution suggests well-established links between cohesion policy and Lisbon, however calls for enhancing the assessment of the impact that the cohesion expenditure on regional development. It considers that one of the failures of the Lisbon strategy was the insufficient involvement of sub-national levels.

The second part of the resolution expresses concerns regarding the weak territorial dimension of Europe 2020. It underlines that cohesion policy is not just a source of stable financial allocations, but also a powerful instrument for economic development of all regions. It calls for alignment with Europe 2020 through concentration on core priorities and at the same ensuring sufficient flexibility to accommodate regional specificities. The report also underlines the need to ensure adequate funding to the policy which should cover all regions.

The resolution  calls upon the Commission
· To assess the impact of cohesion expenditure on regional development and the territorial impact of earmarking of structural funds (paragraphs 6-7).

· To provide an evaluation of the shortcomings of the Lisbon strategy (paragraph 16)

· To present proposals to create synergies with sectoral policies (paragraph 36).

· To present a structured working programme for the implementation of Europe 2020 and a working document on the relationship between cohesion policy and Europe 2020 (paragraphs 39-40).

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Assessment of impact of cohesion expenditure (paragraph 6-7, 16)

The Commission has undertaken a number of evaluation activities in recent years. The synthesis report of the ex-post evaluation of cohesion policy programmes (financed by the ERDF) in the 2000-2006 programming period show that cohesion policy brings about tangible economic and social benefits in European regions. The evaluations also show areas for improvement in order to maximise the impact of ERDF investments in the future.

Evidence suggest that cohesion policy programmes have a great potential to contribute to Lisbon objectives, this potential however varies significantly between and across Member States and regions (cf.“The Potential of Regional Policy Instruments 2007-2013 to Contribute to the Lisbon and Göteborg Objectives for Growth, Jobs and Sustainable Development”, Nordregio, 2009). This uneven progress is also evident between policy areas. The Commission has also undertaken an evaluation of the Lisbon strategy (SEC(2010)114 Final).

The Commission will continue to work closely with Member States and regions in measuring progress towards the attainment of objectives and targets. The role of common core indicators is particularly important in this context. The Commission will put forward proposals on the future evaluation and monitoring mechanisms in the Fifth Cohesion Report and more specifically in the proposals on the future regulatory framework for cohesion policy in 2011.

Cohesion policy, sectoral policies and the Europe 2020 strategy (paragraph 36, 39, 40)

As laid down in the 2010 Work Programme of the Commission, two Communications will be presented: a) Communication on reinforcing the contribution of cohesion policy to the sustainable development of the EU's regions and delivering Europe 2020, b) Communication on reinforcing the contribution of cohesion policy to the development of a knowledge-based economy. The Communications will provide policy guidance on how to align the objectives and priorities of cohesion policy in the field of sustainable development and smart growth with the Europe 2020 vision.
The Commission services are closely working together on the flagship initiatives of Europe 2020 to ensure that future policy proposals are strongly complementary and aligned. The Fifth Cohesion Report will provide proposals on the alignment of cohesion policy with Europe 2020.  An annual review of the priorities of Europe 2020 will take place within the framework of the Europe 2020 monitoring cycle.
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