Follow-up to the European Parliament Resolution on the implementation of the synergies of research and innovation earmarked funds in Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 on the European Regional Development Fund and the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Development in cities and regions as well as in the Member States and the European Union, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Rapporteur: Lambert van NISTELROOIJ (EPP/NL)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0138/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0189

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 May 2010
4.
Subject: Synergies between cohesion policy and the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development.

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

6.
Brief analysis of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is generally positive as regards the Commission's approach to synergy between research and innovation aid provided by the cohesion, research and innovation policies, the main instruments for which are the Structural Funds, the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Development (FP7) and the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP).

The resolution is mainly intended to improve the objectives and mechanisms for implementing these instruments with a view to reinforcing the effects of synergy between them. The Commission, Member States and regions are asked to conduct a debate and take measures in this respect. The resolution contains recommendations for the current and next programming period.

Parliament's requests concern the following points in particular:

· in relation to cohesion policy:

· the overview provided in the 2010 Strategic Report (point 3);

· the impact of simplification measures already taken (point 38);

· in relation to synergy between the cohesion, research and entrepreneurship policies:

· analysis at regional level of the possibilities and requirements of research and innovation and the exchange of good practices (points 18 and 19);

· simplification of the bureaucracy for the FP7 and CIP in order to strengthen the effects of synergies with the Structural Funds (point 20);

· simplification of applications for support under the various programmes (point 21);

· the Commission's activities aimed at fostering synergy, in particular the vertical cooperation between the EU and national and regional entities (point 22);

· the role of the EU instruments that support innovation, with a view to rationalising administrative procedures and introducing innovative incentive mechanisms based on achieving objectives linked to intelligent, sustainable and integrative growth (point 29);

· territorial cooperation on innovation (point 36);

· harmonisation and simplification of the rules, procedures and practices governing different instruments (point 39);

· reinforcement of synergies by means of the upcoming Research and Innovation Plan (point 40);

· development of specific evaluation criteria and regulatory incentives for the assessment of innovative projects (point 41);

· collaboration between national contact points, managers of R&D programmes, innovation agencies, the Entreprise Europe Network and the Structural Fund management authorities (points 23 and 42).

7.
Reply to these requests and overview regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission will take Parliament's requests into account when preparing communications for implementing the Europe 2020 strategy and drafting proposals for the next programming period.

The Commission might look into the possibility of:

· strengthening the coordination between the departments responsible for education, research, entrepreneurship and cohesion policies;

· increasing the linkages between the programmes and sources of financing which can be used to support research and innovation and disseminating examples of good practices by updating the "Practical Guide to EU funding Opportunities for Research and Innovation" and creating a new Internet portal for research and innovation;

· harmonising and simplifying the rules governing the various instruments which finance research and innovation.

The Commission might also look into ways of encouraging Member States and regional authorities to:

· reinforce the dialogue between the various public and private actors concerned;

· examine the possibility of using the Structural Funds to finance good projects identified in the context of research and entrepreneurship policies that have no financial resources or insufficient financial resources;

· incorporate into national and regional Structural Fund programmes good practices identified in the context of the activities of networks and clusters supported by ERDF interregional cooperation projects, FP7 projects, CIP projects and other projects managed at European level.
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