Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on EU policies in favour of human rights defenders, adopted by the Commission on 21 September 2010
1.
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4.
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6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes this resolution and its findings.

The Commission, within its competences, is committed to the protection and promotion of the work of human rights defenders in third countries and seeks to make full use of the tools at its disposal – both political, in particular the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders as well as financial, mainly through the thematic support granted under the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights. In this regard, the Commission is committed to contributing to an effective follow up to this Resolution.

The Commission shares the main findings of the resolution, in particular it acknowledges the need to improve the overall coherence of EU policy in support of human rights defenders and therefore to better implement the EU Guidelines. The Commission agrees with the Parliament that the establishment of the European External Action Service constitutes an opportunity which should be seized in order to make the EU’s support to human rights defenders more effective. While the final shape of the European External Action Service is still subject to discussions, the Commission reaffirms its will to duly reflect the political importance of human rights in the EEAS’ institutional architecture. As stated by the High Representative/Vice President of the Commission in her speech to the Parliament on 16 June, the Commission agrees with the Parliament to make the EU’s policy on human rights more result-oriented.

The Commission, in close coordination with the Presidency, has recently undertaken measures to improve the implementation of the EU Guidelines on human rights defenders in third countries. The organisation of annual meetings with human rights defenders, the adoption of local strategies and the appointment of EU liaison officers on human rights defenders aims at streamlining the EU’s support to human rights defenders, providing human rights defenders with recognition and involving them in shaping the EU’s policy in this field. As reiterated in her recent EP speech, the High Representative/Vice President of the Commission is also committed to meeting civil society actors and human rights defenders during her visits to third countries and in Brussels. She underlined that she expects colleagues in delegation and in Brussels to do the same.

On the financial side, the Commission draws the EP’s attention to the assistance provided to human rights defenders under the European Instrument on Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR). The Commission would like to highlight that this assistance targets in particular vulnerable human rights defenders and stresses the importance of providing direct financial and material support to human rights defenders.

The Commission takes note of the Parliament’s request to ease the access of human rights defenders at risk to Europe. The Commission made efforts to include a reference to human rights defenders who face significant immediate risk as a result of their human rights work in the EU Visa Code Handbook. While such a reference was eventually not endorsed, the respective Commission and Council services are currently trying to identify ways forward on how to facilitate a more coherent EU approach to issuance of emergency visas to endangered human rights defenders from third countries. The Commission is also interested in cooperating with the Member States in the establishment of a European Protection and Shelter Programme.
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