Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Commission directive amending the Annexes to European Parliament and Council Directive 95/2/EC on food additives other than colours and sweeteners and repealing Decision 2004/374/EC, adopted by the Commission on 6 July 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 88(2) and (4)(b) of the European Rules of procedure by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0264/2010 / P7-TA(2010)0182

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 May 2010

4.
Subject: Objection of the European Parliament regarding the authorisation of the thrombin/fibrinogen preparation in pre-packed meat preparations and meat products intended to the final consumers only.

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament adopted a Resolution on 19 May to oppose the proposed authorisation of the enzyme preparation thrombin/fibrinogen which was part of the draft Directive aimed at authorising a number of measures on food additives. This draft Directive was transmitted to the EP and to the Council for scrutiny (control) on 31 March 2010, under the regulatory procedure with scrutiny (PRAC).

In its resolution, the European Parliament considered that the use of the enzyme preparation thrombin/fibrinogen could have the potential of misleading consumers. In addition, the European Parliament took the view that there is a risk, although it was excluded from the scope of the proposed authorisation, that meat containing thrombin/fibrinogen could be served in restaurants or other public establishments serving food. Finally, it argued that the use of the enzyme preparation may increase the risk of infection by pathogenic bacteria. For this reason, the European Parliament considered that the inclusion in Annex IV to Directive 95/2/EC of this enzyme preparation as a food additive for reconstituting food was not compatible with the aim and content of Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008, as it does not meet the general criteria of Article 6 of Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008, especially in paragraph 1(c) of Article 6.
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The European Commission took already into account the Resolution from the European Parliament and prepared a revised version of the draft amendment to Directive 95/2/EC where all thrombin/fibrinogen provisions have been withdrawn. This revised version was re-submitted to the Standing Committee (SCoFCAH) on 7 June 2010 which gave a favourable opinion with qualified majority.

In parallel, the European Commission withdrew a draft proposal from the Comitology register, the draft amendment to Directive 2008/84/EC laying down purity criteria on food additives, with the objective to revise it and delete all purity criteria provisions related to the thrombin/fibrinogen. A revised proposal was submitted to the Standing Committee (SCoFCAH) on 7 June 2010 which gave a favourable opinion with qualified majority.

The European Commission is currently exploring whether additional measures should be taken to respond to the European Parliament concerns.
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