Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the November 2010 I and II part-sessions
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 708/2007 concerning the use of alien and locally absent species in aquaculture
1.
Rapporteur: João FERREIRA (GUE/NGL/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0184/2010 / PT_TA (2010)0423

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 November 2010

4.
Subject: Use of alien and locally absent species in aquaculture
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2009/0153(COD)

6.
Legal basis: TFEU Article 43.2

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECHE)

8.
Commission's position: The European Commission can accept nearly all the amendments voted at the European Parliament. It cannot accept the amendment concerning the procedures for the modification of Annex IV of the Regulation (under Article 24 (b)). The amendment establishes the application of "delegated acts" only for adding species to Annex IV of the Regulation, while the "ordinary legislative procedure" would apply in order to withdraw species from that Annex. The Commission considers that the same procedure should be applied in both cases and that this procedure should consist of using "delegated acts". There is no reason why legally or in terms of economic consequences adding and removing species would be different. In any event, Member States have a possibility to reject a delegated act by the Commission removing a species from the Annex. Furthermore, the ordinary legislative procedure is not suitable to address emergency situations that could possibly warrant an urgent removal of a species from the Annex.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the EP and Council, endorsed by the Commission with the above mentioned exception.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council should adopt the text, probably in January 2011, after the revision carried out by the legal linguist experts.

