Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013, adopted by the Commission on 12 October 2010
1.
Rapporteur: George LYON (ALDE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0204/2010 / P7_TA(2010)0286

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 July 2010

4.
Subject: The Common Agricultural Policy after 2013

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution develops in 94 points the position of the European Parliament (EP) on the future of the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013.

The parliament notes that the CAP has undergone radical reforms over the last 25 years bringing a fundamental shift, from production support to producer support and making both the policy and the EU farmers more market-oriented.

The resolution considers that the EU agriculture remains a central sector of the EU economy, making an important contribution to the EU GDP and jobs and adds that in the future the EU will continue needing a strong agricultural policy.

It is pointed out that the policy should be common with a balanced and fair system of support across the EU and with a common set of objectives. The rural development policy as an integral part to its architecture will further contribute to the maintenance and development of viable and dynamic rural communities.

Resulting from the above, the resolution provides recommendations and calls the Commission to:

· Move direct support to an area basis system within the next financial programming period (allowing a sufficient transitional period), in which the distribution of funds is fair for all Member States and based on objective criteria.

· Make available an EU-funded top-up to the farmers through simple multi-annual contracts, so as to reward them for reducing their carbon emissions and/or increasing their sequestration of carbon in the soil.

· Reduce red tape and administrative burdens on farmers (particular those caused by the application of the cross-compliance system) so as to make CAP easier to administer. This could be achieved by using tools such as outcome agreements, simple contracts and multi-annual payments.

· Complement by a risk management system the market "safety net" measures. In addition, measures should be taken to strengthen primary producers' and producer organisations' capacity and bargaining power vis-à-vis other economic operators in the food chain.

· Include an end-of-year flexibility mechanism to the budget so as to carry over and reallocate under-spends in the following year.

· Foster that farmers contribution to biodiversity and environmental protection by setting up the conditions for rewarding farmers for the delivery of ecosystem services on all type of farms while encouraging more sustainable, lower input production models such as organic farming, integrated agriculture, the development of high nature value farming and sustainable intensive agricultural practices.

· Improve the sector's competitiveness at different levels (local, regional, internal market and world markets). In this context, the Commission would need to uphold the interests of European farmers in the context of multilateral and bilateral trade agreements negotiated on behalf of the EU.

· Attract younger generations and women to the rural areas via new ways, such as availability of favourable loans and credit for investments.

· Integrate climate considerations across CAP measures (where appropriate).

· Encourage investment in agricultural innovation, inter alia through the CAP and EU research and development framework programmes, in order to address new challenges. To this end it is recommended the active presence of agronomic advisors in the regions to guide farmers in their attempts to deliver environmental public goods.

· Take appropriate measures to explain what the CAP consists of, not only to farmers but to all EU citizens.

· Have a more proportionate and risk-based approach to the application of regulatory controls, the conduct of compliance audits and the imposition of financial corrections.

· Provide to the EP prompt and up-to-date information on the current state of the agriculture budget.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission would like to thank the members of the European Parliament who contributed to the elaboration of the resolution on the Common Agricultural Policy after 2013. The Commission welcomes, takes note of the views of the European Parliament and considers them a valuable and constructive input to its current work. The Commission is grateful for the great work done to accommodate and integrate the diversity of views expressed during the debates into a final document that is comprehensive, balanced and coherent.  At this point the Commission would like to stress and reassure the members of the European Parliament that (and particularly with regards to the point 93
 of the resolution) a full consideration will be given to its recommendations both in the drafting of its communication and its legislative proposals. Parliament will be able to continue its direct involvement in designing the post-2013 CAP by means of its role in the co-decision procedure.
------------
� Point 93: Calls on the Commission to give full consideration to the European Parliament's recommendations when working on its communication and drawing up its legislative proposals.
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