Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the conclusions of the EU / Russia summit (31 May – 1 June 2010), adopted by the Commission on 21 September 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, ECR, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B7-0296/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0234
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 17 June 2010

4.
Subject: the conclusions of the EU / Russia summit (31 May – 1 June 2010)

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

A detailed overview of specific issues raised, replies to requests made, and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take on each of these specific points is provided below.

[The European Parliament]:
"2. …. calls on the Commission and the Russian Government to develop the Partnership for Modernisation in more detail; underlines the need for swift preparation of a concrete work plan in line with the results achieved so far in the context of the four EU-Russia common spaces; underlines the importance of ensuring the effective functioning of the judiciary and stepping up the fight against corruption";

The Commission welcomes the political backing given to the Partnership for Modernisation by the Joint Statement agreed at the Rostov-on-Don Summit. Now that there is political agreement on the overall priorities, work is focusing on detailed steps to achieve concrete progress on these priorities. The aim is to finalise a joint work plan by the autumn of 2010, building on the work on the common spaces. The areas of judicial reform and the fight against corruption are an important part of these efforts.

"8. Calls on the Council and the Commission to redouble their efforts to solve the problems relating to EU-Russia border crossings, to support concrete projects, to make full use of the Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument and the INTERREG funds for cross-border cooperation and to implement fully the earlier agreement on Siberian overflights";

Border congestion constrains trade, causes pollution and negatively impacts local communities. In 2007, the EU and Russia agreed upon a joint strategy to address border congestion which encompasses three main elements: 1) implementation by Russia of legislative, administrative and procedural measures to improve the situation at the border; 2) a pilot project on pre-arrival exchange of customs information; and 3) joint development of border-crossing and customs infrastructure. Three years into the implementation of the strategy, it is important to evaluate jointly the results of the work to date.

Both the EU and Russia attach great importance to cross-border cooperation - we jointly invest some 370 million euro (EU: € 267 million; Russia: € 103 million). The first calls for proposals under the five cross-border cooperation programmes which were signed in the margins of our last summit in Stockholm have been launched. The ratification by the Russian Duma on 16 July 2010 of the relevant financing agreements opens the way for concrete projects in this context to start.

Siberian overflight charges have a significant economic impact on EU operators. The charges violate international aviation law and lead to distortion of competition both internationally and on the Russian domestic market. The EU will continue to press for Russia to stand by its commitments to abandon these charges.
"9. ….. calls on the Council and the Commission to continue working with the Russian authorities and energy companies in order to avoid any repetition of the delivery cuts that have occurred over the last few years";

The Commission continuously works with the authorities in transit countries and Russia as well as with energy companies in order to avoid supply disruptions. With Russia, it does so in frequent bilateral contacts and through the ongoing work in the framework of the EU-Russia Energy Dialogue. The early warning mechanism was activated by Russia in the Russia-Belarus gas conflict in June 2010 and has led to a good exchange of information during the crisis. The Commission will further pursue its objective to make the early-warning mechanism legally binding on both sides.

The Commission will continue its efforts to enhance security of supply in the EU, inter alia, through the work with Member States in the Gas Coordination Group, legislative initiatives to complete the internal market and solidarity between Member States (Security of Gas Supply Regulation) and support for infrastructure measures (European Economic Recovery Plan; TEN-E review) as well as through action aiming at energy saving and increase in energy efficiency.

The Commission also attaches great importance to its ongoing work on developing, in consultation with stakeholders, the Council and the European Parliament a new Energy Strategy 2011-2020 for endorsement by the European Council in March 2011 and recalls that in addition the Council has asked the Commission to submit a comprehensive analysis of the external dimension of the European energy policy.

"18. Calls on the Council and the Commission to pursue joint initiatives with the Russian Government with a view to strengthening security and stability in the world and in our common neighbourhood in particular, and to achieving a peaceful settlement, under international law, of the conflicts in Moldova and the South Caucasus";

The EU consistently discusses global security matters in general and the conflicts in our common neighbourhood in particular in our intense political dialogue with Russia.  EU Special Representatives are in close and continuous contact with Moscow on the conflicts in the common neighbourhood. The EU continues to unequivocally support the existing negotiating frameworks for the peaceful settlement of the protracted conflicts, in which Russia is also participating.

With the Seville conclusions, the EU has set out arrangements for consultation and cooperation with third countries in the field of crisis management. The EU believes that progress is best made through practical cooperation in specific situations. Russia's participation in EUFOR Tchad/RCA and cooperation on anti-piracy testifies to this.

The EU is willing to move forward to promote cooperation in CSDP, including by resuming negotiations on a framework participation agreement covering legal and financial aspects of future Russian participation in EU crisis management operations/missions, provided that it's decision-making autonomy is in no way affected.
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