Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the July 2010 part-session
NON-LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 479/2009 as regards the quality of statistical data in the context of the excessive deficit procedure

1.
Rapporteur: Othmar KARAS (EPP/AT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0220/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0253

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 July 2010

4.
Subject: Quality of statistical data in the context of the excessive deficit procedure

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2010/0035(NLE)
6.
Legal Basis: Article 126(14), third subparagraph, TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
8.
Commission's position:
The Commission can accept many of the amendments. In general, the Commission agrees with the importance of adequate staffing and of ensuring sufficient professional independence as well as the respect of other statistical principles established in Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council on European statistics. The Commission also acknowledges the importance of an established methodology in the domain of fiscal statistics. The provision of statistical data to be used for the excessive deficit procedure is under the clear and formal responsibility of the Commission (Eurostat) alone. The collaboration between the ECB and Eurostat finds its legal framework in Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 on European statistics and in Article 2a of Regulation (EC) No 2533/98 concerning the collection of statistical information by the ECB, respectively. The Commission can therefore not accept amendment 7. Furthermore, the Commission cannot accept amendments going beyond the scope of the operative part of the proposed regulation or amendments which are unrelated thereto (amendments 2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 11, 13, and 21).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal.

10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted by the Council on 26 July 2010.
