Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Albania, adopted by the Commission on 12 October 2010
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by Nikolaos CHOUNTIS (GUE/NGL/EL) on behalf of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0408/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0282

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 July 2010

4.
 Subject : European integration process of Albania
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament (EP) acknowledges the progress made on reform, but stresses the need for further substantial efforts to consolidate democracy and the rule of law and to foster the country's sustainable development. The EP expresses concerns about the prevailing political crisis, which hinders necessary reforms. It underlines that all political sides should assume their responsibilities to find a solution. The EP proposes mediation by the Council of Europe and/or the EP, if no solution can be found. It calls on both political sides to work on OSCE-ODIHR recommendations on the 2009 elections.

On visa liberalisation, the EP welcomes the Commission's recent legislative proposal and calls on the institution to verify the fulfilment of remaining benchmarks in the coming months.

The EP calls on the urgent adoption of a comprehensive long-term judicial reform strategy and measures for its implementation. The EP underlines that significant funding is needed and that it looks forward to new assistance from the Commission in this field. In the fight against corruption, the EP calls for the reduction of the number of officials enjoying immunity and for adoption of a legislative framework for transparency on political party funding. On organised crime, it underlines the importance of effective investigation, prosecution and punishment of offenders. The EP is concerned about lack of progress on completing the legal framework on media freedom. It remains seriously concerned about widespread domestic violence.

On the issue of domestic violence and trafficking of human beings, the EP calls for the setting up of a comprehensive system for the protection and rehabilitation of victims and requests the Commission to increase its support to the Albanian authorities in this regard. The EP welcomes the adoption of the recent anti-discrimination law and calls for swift implementation. It says more needs to be done to improve the situation of the Roma. It also deplores little progress on consolidating property rights.

The EP suggests that IPA can improve the economic situation of Albania, but that implementation should be accompanied by an efficient system of evaluation.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares the EP's concern about the political stalemate in Albania. The lack of a fully functioning parliament and the continuing confrontational political dialogue are damaging democracy and are hindering reforms necessary for EU integration. The Commission supports the statement that all political sides should work jointly towards a solution. Third party mediation should only be a measure of last resort.

Since its legislative proposal on visa liberalisation of 27 May, the Commission has organised further expert missions in mid July to have an independent Member States experts assessment on progress with outstanding issues. Feedback on these missions and a preliminary assessment on progress made are foreseen to be presented to the EP's LIBE Committee on 2 September. The Commission's assessment as working paper is planned to be ready mid September.

The Commission fully supports the EP's call for comprehensive judicial reform and for allocating sufficient financial resources to this area. The Commission has made support to the justice sector a key priority of its IPA assistance; 33 million Euro have been allocated to this area in the period 2007-2009 and more assistance is planned for the future.

The Commission shares the EP's assessment that fighting organised crime and combating corruption are two areas linked to the rule of law which require particular attention and efforts. This includes strengthening law enforcement bodies and establishing a sustainable track record of investigation, prosecutions and convictions.

In relation to media freedom, the Commission agrees that lack of legislative alignment with EU standards needs to be addressed. Domestic violence, although an area which has recently improved, remains a source of concern. Through IPA 2009, the Commission has already allocated 1.5 million Euro for the development of the civil society, including support to vulnerable groups (support for women victims of domestic violence, children living in the streets and other poverty alleviation activities). Further relevant actions could be envisaged in future assistance programmes.

The adoption of the law on anti-discrimination is indeed encouraging but the lack of appropriate implementation so far is of concern. The Commission agrees that more needs to be done to improve the situation of the Roma.

The Commission will reflect its assessment of Albania's degree of fulfilment of issues falling under the Copenhagen political criteria in its forthcoming Opinion on the country's EU membership application and it will draw conclusions.

The Commission is providing an annual average of 85 million Euro of IPA financial assistance to Albania in the period 2007-2013. The essential aim of IPA is to contribute to institutional and capacity development and to help with pre-accession preparations. While support to key political reforms, including legislative alignment, and strengthening of administrative capacity are main priorities, a share of IPA assistance is going and will continue going to strengthening infrastructure and socio-economic development. In addition, the European Investment Bank is providing loan investment assistance to Albania. This will contribute in a substantial way to economic development objectives of the country. The Commission is committed to sound and efficient implementation of IPA financial assistance including the establishment and implementation of solid monitoring and evaluation systems.
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