Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the situation in Kyrgyzstan, adopted by the Commission on 12 October 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR

2.
EP reference number: B7-0419/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0283
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 July 2010

4.
Subject: Situation in Kyrgyzstan

5.
Reply of the EP’s requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
a) As a response to the crisis situation in Kyrgyzstan, the EU Commission adopted a number of comprehensive new measures concerning stabilization and confidence building aimed at promoting social stability and the establishment of a democratic constitutional framework as well as meeting humanitarian emergency needs. In its response to the crisis in the country, the Commission will continue to coordinate closely with UN and OSCE partners as well as donors.

b) In this context, the Commission adopted a 5 M€ emergency humanitarian decision for actions in Southern Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. Aid is being implemented by active partners on the ground such as ICRC and the European NGO ACTED (and UNHCR and UNICEF in Uzbekistan). The provision of food and non-food items, health service,  protection and livelihood are some of the main activities supported. The Commission dispatched four experts from the Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection , who assessed the humaniatrian situation on both sides of the Kyrgy-Uzbek border. On 3 and 4 July 2010, Commissioner Georgieva, who is responsible for humanitarian aid in the European Commission, visited Kyrgyzstan including the Osh region to discuss the situation in the country with the Provisional Government and to get a first hand view of the humanitarian needs in the South.

Although the emergency phase is now over, the remaining priorities for the coming months include issues related to protection (including legal assistance and psychosocial services), livelihood support (cash for work and cash for food) and the rehabilitation of damaged buildings. The EU may support rehabilitation of damaged and reconstruction of destroyed houses, but only if there will be no forced resettlement of refugees and IDPs and those who wish to live in their homes can do so. Further clarification about the government’s intentions on reconstruction in Osh is expected.

c) Measures are currently being planned under the Instrument for Stability for a total amount of 7 M€ in order to promote social stabilisation and the return to a democratic constitutional framework. A first phase of immediate action for 2 M€ has been identified to support the organisation of the elections and the preparation of the democratic transition. The proposed measures will focus mainly on the following areas:
· Electoral process: support to the review of the electoral legislation and to the parliamentary elections in 2010 in order to ensure a process meeting international electoral standards. The EU Commission will contribute to the UNDP led Election Support Programme.
· Restoration of key institutions including support for the formulation and monitoring of the “roadmap to democracy”, for developing secondary legislation in line with the new constitution and rule of law reforms, as well as strengthening institutional capacity. Through the Venice Commission (Council of Europe), the EU has provided advice on the drafting of the new constitution. It is foreseen to continue to support the government in developing the secondary legislation required to fully implement the constitution as well as strengthening capacity building of new institutions including the new Parliament and the Ministry of Justice.
· Civil monitoring for conflict prevention aiming at supporting civil society watchdog initiatives for monitoring governmental reforms, and the respect of human rights in order to foster trust between the population and the local and central authorities notably in the southern provinces. The EU Commission will also focus on conflict prevention related issues (e.g. addressing inter ethnic relations, reform from state to public broadcasting, conflict sensitive reporting by media).
· Social stabilisation through vocational training and cash for work schemes engaging, in ethnically mixed groups whenever possible, the unemployed youth in labour activities which will help in particular to rebuild public services and infrastructures and reconstruction.

d) Assistance already approved by the European Commission in support of Kyrgyzstan and ready to be launched in 2010 amounts to 54.7 M€. This assistance includes programmes in the Southern regions of Kyrgyzstan (Osh, Jalalabad) concerning rehabilitation of water, road and other communal infrastructure as well as improving basic government and local authorities’ services at communal level. In the area of social protection and public finance management, two programmes envisage three budget support tranches for a total of EUR 12 million. Moreover, the assistance will also comprise of a EUR 13 million sector budget support programme (to be released 2011-12, depending on the fulfilment of a certain number of conditions and the IMF appropriate programme).

e) In addition, planned bilateral assistance from 2011 to 2013 amounts to 51 M€ focusing on three sectors reflecting agreed priorities: Social protection, Education reform and judicial reform/rule of law. These areas correspond to the priorities made to the Commission by the Provisional Government.
The total of our bilateral assistance amounts to 118 M€ million for the period 2010 - 2013. It corresponds to the EU pledge made the High-level Donors’ Conference held in Bishkek on 27 July 2010 in support of Kyrgyzstan’s short and long-term needs.

f) In order to promote inter-ethnic reconciliation and advance stabilization in the cities affected by the clashes, High Representative Ashton welcomed the agreement on principles and modalities for the deployment of the OSCE Police Advisory Group (PAG) to which several Member States have committed to seconding staff.  The EU Commission is hopeful that an agreement can be reached with the Kyrgyz authorities making possible the deployment of the PAG in the country, shortly.

EU assistance has been provided and is implemented in close coordination with donors and IFIs, notably in the framework of the Joint Country Support Strategy (JCSS), of which the EU is a member since 2008 and supports the priorities of the Kyrgyz Country Development Strategy (CDS).
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