Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on long-term care for older people, adopted by the Commission on 23 November 2010
1.
Resolution tabled further to Question for Oral Answer B7‑0457/2010 pursuant to Rule 115(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Pervenche BERÈS (S&D/FR), Elizabeth LYNNE (ALDE/UK) on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
2.
EP reference number: B7–0491/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0313

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 September 2010

4.
Subject: Long-Term Care for elderly people

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and of requests made in it:

This resolution deals with a very wide range of subjects concerning long-term care and contains a number of requests to the Commission, including:

§11. Asks the Commission to collect data and draw up a summary of the institutional, community and home care infrastructure for older people in each Member State;

§13. Calls for more research to be done by the Commission to establish the number of deaths among older people in long-term care that are attributable to malnutrition or dehydration;

§17. Calls for a Green Paper to be produced by the Commission on elder abuse and safeguarding older people in the community and in all care settings, including a focus on patient mobility and details of best practices already existing in the 27 Member States;

§18. Calls on the Commission to prepare a study which will give a clearer picture of the increasing requirements for the care of older people and an estimate of the anticipated specialist provision for the period until 2020;

§20. Urges the Commission to make every effort to ensure acceptable standards of healthcare for all European citizens, whatever their material circumstances;

§23. Calls for the development of an integrated active ageing strategy seeking involvement of the elderly in social and cultural activities.

6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

§11. data collection and summary of the institutional, community and home care infrastructure for older people in each Member State;
The European Statistical Office, Eurostat, regularly collects data on these issues.

However, comparability of data remains difficult as Member States do not always use comparable concepts and definitions. In order to improve knowledge in this area, a project called "Multilinks" is being implemented within the 7th Research Framework Programme. The main objective of the project is to improve knowledge on changing social contexts and on their impact on social integration, well-being and intergenerational solidarity.

§13. malnutrition and dehydratation related deaths

The Commission is not aware of information being collected on links between mortality and malnutrition (as well as dehydratation). As regards malnutrition and dehydratation, the Commission notes that some institutions, such as the German Medical Services of the Health Insurance Funds, carried out data collection surveys and comprehensive analyses. However, the surveys were generally conducted from the point of view of the patients' health status and/or quality assessment, with a view to taking appropriate measures to improve quality of care.

§17. elderly abuse

Following the Swedish Presidency conference on healthy and dignified ageing (15-16 September 2009), Council Conclusions (adopted on 30 November 2009) invited the Commission to undertake further actions in this area. As a result, the Commission: 

· is implementing a pilot project related to elderly abuse. Furthermore, a conference on this issue will be organised in the first half of 2011;

· is preparing a staff working paper on long-term care, the objective of which will be to improve knowledge on long-term care issues from different angles (needs, access, quality, financing, etc..); the staff working paper, to be published in 2011, will also cover dignity issues.

§18. study on requirements for older people care

Data on the public budget impact of growing needs for long-term care are available. The Commission regularly publishes age-related projections, including through the “Ageing reports”
. The next Ageing Report will be published in 2012. In addition, the Commission and the Social Protection Committee dealt with long-term care issues in a special report in 2008
 and in several Joint Reports on social protection and social inclusion
.

§20. healthcare standards
The definition of healthcare standards is a matter for Member States, in accordance with the subsidiarity principle. However, within the framework of the Open Method of Coordination in the social protection and social inclusion fields, the Commission has encouraged mutual learning and exchange of good practice between Member States in this area.

§23. active ageing

The Commission considers that active ageing needs to be supported by a wide range of policies at all levels. Although the main responsibility for promoting active ageing lies with the Member States, the EU can support them through actions in such areas as employment and social policy, public health, information society and transport. In this connection, the Commission adopted on 6 September 2010 a proposal for designating 2012 as European Year for Active Ageing. The proposed European Year is designed to serve as a framework for raising awareness, identifying and disseminating good practice and encouraging policymakers and stakeholders at all levels to promote active ageing. The Commission has invited them to commit themselves to specific action and goals in the run-up year (2011) so that tangible results can be presented during the European Year in 2012. As a follow-up to the European Year, the Commission will consider whether any further action may be necessary in this field.
----------
� http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/publication_summary13784_en.htm


� http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=792&langId=en


� http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=757&langId=en





PAGE  
3

