Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the situation of the Jordan River with special regard to the Lower Jordan River area, adopted by the Commission on 23 November 2010
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 115(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL

2.
EP reference number: B7-0484/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0314
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 September 2010
4.
Subject: Rehabilitation of Lower Jordan River
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution addresses the devastation of the Jordan River and the Lower Jordan due, inter alia, to overexploitation, pollution, mismanagement and lack of regional cooperation. It calls on the authorities of all riparian countries to cooperate and rehabilitate the Jordan River by elaborating and implementing policies focusing on tangible results in domestic and agricultural water demand management, water conservation, and the management of sewage and agricultural and industrial effluents as well as to ensure that an adequate quantity of fresh water flows into the Lower Jordan River.

The resolution acknowledges that EU funding has been contributing to attempts to alleviate the environmental challenges facing the Lower Jordan River area. In this direction calls on the international community, including the European Union, to step up efforts aimed at providing further financial and technical support to cooperative projects to promote the fair use of advanced water management methods and technologies such as those applied in Israel. In addition, the European Parliament requests the Council, the Commission and the EU Member States to continue providing financial and technical support for the rehabilitation of the Jordan River and the Lower Jordan River, also in the framework of the Union for the Mediterranean.

The EP requests the governments of Israel and Jordan and the Palestinian Authority to work in a spirit of cooperation in order to save the Lower Jordan River. It recommends them to establish, with the support of the European Union, a Jordan River Basin Commission, which would be open to other riparian countries. Likewise, the Resolution calls the Council, the Commission and the EU Member States to encourage and support a comprehensive plan to rectify the devastation of the Jordan River and strongly urges the European Commission to initiate a joint study on the Jordan River.

The EP is of the opinion that a clear and specific reference to the rehabilitation process for the Lower Jordan River should be included in the European Neighbourhood Policy Action Plans drawn up with Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority.

6
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission takes good note of the suggestions made in the resolution.

It shares the view of the European Parliament that this region is characterised by water scarcity, water stress and deterioration of the quality of water and is aware of the impacts of this on the people in the region, the environment and regional security. It considers water as a serious concern in the region.

The European Commission is contributing to the efforts to alleviate the water deficit in this region and the provision of clean water resources, preserving the environment and safeguarding drinking water for the people in the region. Support dialogue and promotion cross border cooperation is at the core of the Commission' activities in the water sector.

The Commission is well aware of the degradation of the lower Jordan River Basin, including its tributaries. Recent studies reflect the need for more efficient water management of the River. In this direction, the European Commission believes that there is already information depicting the water challenges of the region.

At political level, the EU considers water as a priority in the region. It is a regional challenge that requires a regional solution. In this respect, the EU has been involved in encouraging urgent steps towards a comprehensive peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians, where water is one of the “final status issues” to be resolved, along with borders, refugees, Jerusalem and security.

At a practical level, the Commission is engaged in a range of activities at national, sub regional and regional level with all neighbouring parties that promote water reforms and policies and encourage the application of sustainable water management. Member States and other donors are also active and there is close coordination of the EU activities to ensure complementarily.

More particular, through the European Neighbourhood Policy and other measures, confidence building measures and cross-border cooperation are supported as well as water resource communities that have shared water concerns are brought together. The activities target capacity building of different water authorities and users, the collection and sharing of data, the availability of treated wastewater, water conservation measures, including water networks, and efficient irrigation systems.

Those efforts address both the demand and supply side of the water sector, and establish the conditions that enable the implementation of an integrated management of water resources in the future.

In this direction, the Commission will continue to support activities conducive to a future rehabilitation of the Jordan River and to a possible future set up of a joint management of the River Basin, if that is the choice of the countries in the region.

The European Commission advocates the treatment of the problems at the source, not just the “downstream” symptoms. References in the bilateral ENP Action Plans to water management, integrated water management and regional cooperation on water issues address satisfactorily the transboundary water challenges, including the rehabilitation of the lower Jordan River. Moreover, the absence of a clear and precise reference to the rehabilitation of Jordan River does not prevent the relevant parties to take action at national, sub regional and regional level.

In any case, serious efforts and political commitment from the neighbours themselves are needed to balance the available resources and demands.
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