Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the revision of the Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the Commission, adopted by the Commission on 9 February 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Paolo RANGEL (EPP/PT)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0279/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0366

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 October 2010

4.
Subject: Revision of the Framework Agreement on relations between the European Parliament and the Commission

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

In its resolution for the adoption of the revised Framework Agreement, the European Parliament highlights the main issues for which the Framework Agreements governs the inter-institutional cooperation between Parliament and the Commission. These include the mutual cooperation in legislative procedure and planning, the Parliamentary scrutiny, the inter-institutional dimension of EU international relations, Commission information obligations vis-à-vis Parliament, and the Commission's presence in Parliament.

In relation to several articles of the revised Framework Agreement, the resolution presents Parliament's interpretations of how it should be implemented. It equally calls on the Commission to provide Parliament with all information concerning the negotiation of international agreements, including confidential information as defined in the Framework Agreement, in accordance with the detailed arrangements set out in Annex 2 of the agreement.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

On occasion of the plenary debate preceding the adoption of the draft resolution, Vice-President Šefčovič confirmed for the Commission the commitment to fully implement all elements of the revised Framework Agreement. At the same time, and in explicit reference to some of Parliament's interpretations presented in the resolution, he underlined the Commission's intention to implement the Framework Agreement in strict application of the agreed text.

Following-up to Parliament's resolution and the signature of the revised Framework Agreement by the Presidents of the two Institutions, the Commission has adopted its own internal Guidelines to provide support and detailed advice to Commission cabinets and services for the implementation of the agreement.

The Commission has equally entered into a close cooperation at technical level with the relevant services of Parliament regarding the full implementation of the agreement and in particular it's Annex 2 on the provision of confidential information to Parliament.

As far as possible, while the above-mentioned preparations are still ongoing, the Commission is already applying the Framework Agreement regarding the full and immediate information of Parliament of negotiations for international agreements, inter alia through inclusion of Members of Parliament in EU delegations to international negotiations and access to meetings, through the provision of documents, including confidential documents, or by means of presentations by Commissioners and/or Commission officials in parliamentary bodies.
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