Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on failures in protection of human rights and justice in the Democratic Republic of Congo, adopted by the Commission on 18 January 2011
1.
Political groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to rule 110(4) of the European Parliament's rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, EFD
2.
EP reference number: B7-0524/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0350
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 October 2010
4.
Subject: failures in protection of human rights and justice in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution returns to a number of concerns already expressed in earlier Parliament resolutions regarding the situation and human rights violations in the DRC, especially sexual violence. It also condemns the most recent events in this connection, such as the mass rapes in North Kivu province at the end of July/beginning of August, and calls for the fight against impunity to be stepped up. It stresses that the rehabilitation and reform of the judicial system should be central to the aid programmes directed at the country and that reform of the Congolese army is of vital importance.
It makes two explicit appeals to the EU and the Commission in points 12 and 14. The first concerns support for the two CFSP missions, EUSEC RD and EUPOL RD, and calls for gender mainstreaming to be given a new importance within these missions. The second asks the Commission and the Council to look into the possibility of introducing legislation similar to the US Law on ‘Conflict Minerals’ from the DRC and to step up the fight against corruption.

6.
Reply to these requests and overview regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

First of all, the mandates of the two CFSP missions have been renewed, EUSEC’s for two years and EUPOL’s for one year.  The two missions will continue their activities in connection with the structural reform of the police and the army. These missions demonstrate the EU’s commitment to the reform of the security sectors in the DRC and complement the efforts also made by the Commission and the Member States in the process.
The transposition of the US “Dodd-Frank” Act into European legislation would require an in-depth examination, taking into account the global context, the EU’s approach to the DRC, and the risks and benefits of such a law.
While the Commission agrees in principle that greater transparency is needed in the quarrying and mining industries, it would point out that implementation of the Act will nonetheless depend on the rules to be drawn up by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), which could be adopted at the end of 2011. It remains to be seen what exactly the rules will cover and how binding they will be.
As regards the fight against impunity and reform of the judicial system, the Commission is involved in measures to combat impunity through its support for the reform of the security sectors, particularly the justice sector, where it plays a major role, and the police sector (total contribution of around EUR 90 million since 2003, including programmes under the 10th EDF).
In general terms, the Commission has demonstrated a major commitment to promoting the reconstruction of the State and good governance in the DRC over recent years. Accordingly, the cooperation strategy for 2008-2013 drawn up in conjunction with the Congolese authorities with funding of EUR 583.62 million focuses on supporting political governance (reform of the security sector, decentralisation, support for the parliament), support for economic governance (support for public finances, trade development and management of forestry resources), plus actions supporting the reconstruction of the country's infrastructure (in particular the waterways and road sectors) and basic social services, including health.
The Commission is also particularly committed to protecting human rights and combating violence against civilians, particularly violence against women. We do this at several levels and our work includes both long- and short-term actions in order to better address the complexity of the problem. The Commission provides free medical care and medical assistance and psychological and psychosocial support to help victims return to their communities. A further objective of the Commission’s actions is to build the capacity of medical personnel to provide appropriate services for victims. The Commission works towards prevention by supporting a political solution to the conflict, engaging in dialogue with the Congolese authorities and consolidating the capacity of local NGOs and women’s organisations to carry out awareness campaigns.
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