Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the November 2010 I and II part-sessions
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders of Member States and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (Taiwan)
1.
Rapporteur: Agustín DÍAZ DE MERA GARCÍA CONSUEGRA (EPP/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0294/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0394
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 November 2010

4.
Subject: Proposal for a Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders of Member States and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (Taiwan)

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2010/0192(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 77 (2) (a) of the TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
8.
Commission's position:

There was only one amendment to the Commission proposal proposed both in Council and the European Parliament in view of the exclusion of the 60.000 "overseas" Taiwanese nationals, whose passports do not contain an identity card number since they are not registered in Taiwan.

The rapporteur, Mr. Diaz De Mera and also the Member States in the Council were of the view that since these people need prior authorisation from Taiwan to enter their own country, it would be a logic and reasonable step from the EU to exclude this category from the visa waiver.

The Commission accepts this amendment. Therefore, a sentence had been inserted to the text as follows:

"* The exemption from the visa requirement does not apply to holders of passports issued by Taiwan which do not include an identity card number."

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council adopted the proposal on 25 November 2010.
