Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the December 2010 part-session
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European Union action for the European Heritage Label

1.
Rapporteur: Chrysoula PALIADELI (S&D/EL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0311/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2010)0486

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2010

4.
Subject: European Heritage Label

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2010/0044(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 167 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

8.
Commission‘s position: The Commission can accept part of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

A great majority of the 62 amendments adopted by the Parliament concern minor issues and are therefore in principle acceptable for the Commission. The two exceptions are:

Amendment 51 (Article 13 §2a (new)) on which we agree subject to modification. The wording "local" law used in the last sentence can refer to a "regional" law. This would restrict the freedom of MS. Therefore, the most appropriate solution seems to be either to delete the last sentence which would in practical terms means that the applicable law would be the national law, or to modify "local" law into "national" law.

Amendment 61 (deletion of Article 18) on which we disagree. The deletion of the transitional provisions proposed in this amendment would be a considerable simplification. However there are no signs that the MS would be willing to continue the intergovernmental label in parallel to the new EU label. There are therefore considerable expectations among the sites which were awarded the intergovernmental label and the MS concerned for a transitional period in order to give these sites the possibility to be incorporated under the new scheme quickly, on condition that they meet the new quality criteria.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission is not planning to prepare an amended proposal at this stage. The compromise in preparation in the Council differs from the position adopted by the Parliament on several issues. Trilogues are planned for March and April 2011 and the forthcoming negotiations will therefore be decisive for the adoption of the proposal. During these trilogues the Commission will try to facilitate compromises which are acceptable for all sides while at the same time remaining as close as possible to the spirit of the original proposal.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Both the Parliament and the Council are convinced of the importance of the initiative and have reaffirmed their willingness to find the needed compromises so that the proposal can be adopted in a reasonable time frame.

The Hungarian Presidency, after consulting the Commission and the Parliament now aims at the following scenario:

· The Hungarian Presidency will try to reach a "political agreement" between the MS and with the Parliament in time for the Education, Youth, Culture and Sports Council on 19-20 May 2011.

· The compromise text could then be formally adopted firstly by the Council as its first reading position in the beginning of July as an A point (after revision of the text by the lawyer-linguists) and secondly by the Parliament in early second reading in October or November 2011.

