Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias, adopted by the Commission on 5 April 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Marisa MATIAS (GUE/NGL/PT)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0366/2010 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0016
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 January 2011

4.
Subject: European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament adopted by 646 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions, a resolution on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. The Resolution is based on the Commission Communication (COM(2009)380/4) to the European Parliament and the Council on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias and should be considered as very supportive to the European Commission position. In this context, Parliament calls on the Council to declare dementia as an EU health priority. Welcoming the EU Joint Programming initiative promoted by the Member States to boost research on Alzheimer’s and other neurodegenerative diseases, Members encourage the Commission to continue launching activities to tackle health-related, social, technological, and environmental challenges for the treatment of Alzheimer’s and other neurodegenerative diseases.
The Parliament notes that at present there is no specific policy on the prevention of Alzheimer’s disease, and calls, therefore, for the establishment of such a policy at European level, to be based on the need to maintain an environment conducive to patients’ physical and intellectual activity and a diet consistent with that recommended by the European Platform for Action on Diet, Physical Activity and Health and on the promotion of all policies to reduce smoking. The European Parliament also calls for account to be taken of the concept of dementia when preparing future actions in the area of preventive health policy; for early diagnostic tests to be carried out; and for large-scale epidemiological and clinical studies on the basis of transnational cooperation to be conducted.

Member States are urged to improve public and professional awareness of dementia among healthcare skilled/semiskilled professionals, healthcare policy makers and media. Parliament further stresses the importance of preventing Alzheimer’s disease by encouraging a healthy lifestyle.

In addition, the Parliament encourages the Member States to promote specific healthcare and research programmes that give great importance to patient choice and perspective, and to formulate recommendations centred on the core principles of dignity and social inclusion, thereby promoting the autonomy and self determination of patients.

Parliament underlines that research in health economies, social science and humanities, and non-pharmacological approaches is also needed to understand the psychological and social aspects of dementia.

On the issue of early detection, Parliament encourages Member States to engage actively in the definition, development and implementation of common protocols for early diagnosis. It points to the importance of a multidisciplinary approach to ways in which cooperation and coordination in the field of research at European level can improve knowledge, diagnosis, treatment, prevention, and social research into the welfare of patients, families and carers. It regards early diagnostic tests, research into risk factors and early diagnosis criteria as crucial.

On a budgetary level, Parliament recognises the current importance of the European Union’s support, totalling EUR 159 million, and considers it essential, in the context of the forthcoming Research Framework Programme, to address the fragmented nature of research, particularly that on Alzheimer’s. Parliament calls on the Commission, the Council and Member States to take into account the specific needs of women, who account for twice the number of sufferers and a disproportionate number of carers.

Lastly, the Council, the Commission and the Member States are called upon, in conjunction with Parliament, to foster the autonomy of persons with dementia and promote their dignity and social inclusion through the action plan in the field of health.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission is already undertaking a number of actions mentioned in the EP Resolution. In particular, the Commission adopted on 22nd July 2009 the Commission Communication (COM(2009)380/4) on a European initiative on Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.  Initiatives foreseen in this context are being implemented via a Joint Action between the Commission and the Member States, under the Health Programme's Work Plan 2010.
As highlighted by the EP, this Joint Action will work in coordination with other EC ongoing initiatives e.g. (Joint Programming on research, Pharma Cog initiative, European Parliament Interest Group on Carers, Active and Healthy Ageing Innovation Partnership) or any relevant future initiatives.

From the 66 recommendations of the resolution, 26 are directly addressed to the Commission. 20 of these 26 recommendations are already being implemented by ongoing EU initiatives. All the recommendations related e.g. to early detection, recognition of carers, use of the European Health Examination Survey, stigma, coordination of research are being implemented. The Commission will analyse the remaining recommendations.

The Joint Action "ALzheimer COoperative Valuation in Europe" (ALCOVE) is already taking forward most of the recommendations from the Parliament in the public health area (early detection, improvements on epidemiological data, prevention).

The Joint Programming on Research initiative is implementing most of the recommendations from the Parliament in the research area (biomarkers, Strategic Research Agenda).

Finally, the Commission will inform the EP of the state of play of the implementation of the Commission Communication in 2013 as established in the Communication.
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