Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on an EU Strategy for the Black Sea, adopted by the Commission on 5 April 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Traian UNGUREANU (EPP/RO)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0378/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0025

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 January 2011

4.
Subject: EU Strategy for the Black Sea

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affaires (AFET)
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
During the debate at the European Parliament's January plenary session the European External Action Services (EEAS) and the Commission, represented by Commissioner Füle, stressed the important contribution to Black Sea regional cooperation made by the European Parliament (EP) with this Resolution. The initiative contains innovative recommendations on many issues of great value in order to highlight the importance of the Black Sea region to the EU, by calling for an EU Black Sea Strategy.

The EEAS and the Commission welcome the initiative taken by the Parliament. The preparation and adoption of an EU Strategy for the Black Sea region will represent an extraordinary opportunity to develop a comprehensive approach for this area. The Black Sea is indeed partly a European Union Sea since the latest enlargement and the Black Sea Region embraces EU Member States and regions. This resolution represents our commitment to both the Black Sea Region as a whole and to our Member States who belong to the Black Sea Region.
An EU Strategy for the Black Sea Region should not be an alternative to existing efforts. On the contrary, it will constitute the overall framework guiding the present and future activities in the Black Sea Region. The EEAS is already working on the possibilities available to conceive such a Strategy. The EEAS -specifically the Regional Cooperation Unit within the Managing Director Europe and Central Asia- together with the Commission services through the consolidated Black Sea Inter-service Group, are in a unique position to discuss the basis on how best the EU objectives can be achieved.

The EEAS will review the EU interests and initiatives in the region, following all the priorities identified by the Parliament’s Resolution.  Then, following a wide consultation with stakeholders, a set of targets to be achieved will be identified, benchmarked and monitored according to an Action Plan. For Parliament the visibility of these actions is to be enhanced with a specific budget line and the possibility to set it up in the future should be one of the various elements to be considered. The EEAS will pursue in close contact with our partners in the region, at State and regions level but also with the regional international bodies on the ground, an inclusive process with political, economic and social objectives. The Human rights dimension will have key importance in the future proposal.

The EEAS will carefully look to the instability questions of the Black Sea Region as well as to the protracted conflicts, and will propose ways to implement prevention and confidence-building mechanisms to tackle insecurity. Together with the Commission services it will also explore the existing opportunities to coherently develop the EU’s energy policy towards the East of our common continent. It will also take into account the fragile environmental situation of the Black Sea itself and its entire Region. Indeed, the Commission is currently developing a comprehensive package that will address maritime policy initiatives, management of natural resources and fight against illegal fishing activities.

The EEAS and the relevant Commission services are committing their efforts to prepare a Black Sea Strategy for which we will seek the support of the European Parliament and the Council. The EEAS is keen to lead the Black Sea Inter-Service Group action to start drawing on the recommendations to be sent by the Parliament.
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