Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the EU laying hens industry: the ban on the use of battery cages from 2012, adopted by the Commission on 30 March 2011
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 115(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, EFD

2.
EP reference number: B7-0705/2010 / P7_TA-PROV(2010)0493
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 December 2010

4.
Subject: EU laying hens industry: the ban on the use of battery cages from 2012

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution of the EP calls on the Commission to maintain the ban on conventional cages as laid down in Council Directive 1999/74/EC as well as to prepare by 1 March 2011 a report on the state of play on the implementation of the Directive in the EU with the details of measures envisaged to ensure compliance.

In particular, given the belief by some that the Directive may not be implemented fully in some Member States and in order to avoid unfair competition for those farmers that already invested to change cages, the EP urges the Commission to design solutions for those producers that have started to change their rearing systems but who will not have completed this process by 1 January 2012.

Furthermore it urges the Commission to take measures to avoid trade distortions and prevent non-compliant producers from exporting beyond their national territory as well as to avoid taking actions against the MS that prevent marketing or imports of eggs which have not been produced in accordance with EU law.

Moreover, the Resolution requests the Commission to step up its monitoring of the enforcement of the directive by means of more frequent inspections by the Commission inspection service of the Health and Consumers Directorate-General, DG SANCO (FVO – Food and Veterinary Office, located in Grange – Ireland) and to submit, at the latest by 31 December 2011, a list of egg and egg-product producers, processors and retailers not complying with the provisions of Directive 1999/74/EC.

Furthermore the Commission is asked to urge Member States to develop national action plans including dissuasive sanctions in order to ensure that the use of conventional cages will end by 1 January 2012.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission is already undertaking certain actions mentioned in the EP Resolution. In particular, the Commission is closely monitoring the implementation of the ban through the inspections carried out by the Commission inspection service of the Health and Consumers Directorate-General, DG SANCO (FVO – Food and Veterinary Office, located in Grange – Ireland). DG SANCO will draw up a list of inspections carried out so far and intended in the future for this purpose.

Data provided annually by the Member States, on the bases of a specific Commission Decision related to animal welfare inspections on the farms
, are discussed and reviewed regularly in the framework of the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health. Member States have been requested to provide and discuss with the Commission the planned actions that will be undertaken to implement fully the ban on unenriched cages from 1.1.2012 as well as the sanctions foreseen. 23 Member States have already submitted their plans which are currently being analysed.

The Commission organised on 19 January 2011 a dedicated multi-stakeholder meeting where institutions, competent authorities and main stakeholders met to assess the state of play of the implementation and to examine options in order to ensure the proper enforcement of the legislation. The main options discussed with the stakeholders are currently being assessed by the Commission. The view of the overwhelming majority of participants was that there should be no postponement of the date of entry into force or any derogation from the provisions of the Directive.

As regards the listing of eggs and egg product producers, processors and retailers not complying with the Directive, this action was extensively discussed at the meeting of 19 January and was found by a majority of the delegates inappropriate for several reasons, including the protection of personal information.

Concerning trade issues, rules are already laid down in Regulation (EC) No 589/2008 as regards marketing standards for eggs. The provisions of this regulation set out clearly the obligations of Member States in respect of marketing of eggs as well as checks to be carried out, reporting and notification of infringements.

The Commission will continue to cooperate and monitor the situation with Member States and stakeholders in order to ensure full implementation of the Directive as of 1 January 2012. The Commission plans to discuss the issue further with the Ministers of Agriculture during the Agricultural Council of February.

Finally, the Commission will inform the EP of the state of play of the implementation of the Directive by March as requested by the EP.
-------------
� Commission Decision 2006/778/EC concerning minimum requirements for the collection of information during the inspections of production sites on which certain animals are kept for farming purposes.
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