Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the situation in Haiti one year after the earthquake: humanitarian aid and reconstruction, adopted by the Commission on 5 April 2011
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedures: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR

2.
EP reference number: B7-0023/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0018
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 January 2011
4.
Subject: Haiti earthquake

5.
Background of the resolution:

On 12 January 2010 Haiti was hit by a devastating earthquake. One year after the emergency, the EP is concerned about the EU long-term commitment in delivering the funds without delay and in doing so honouring all the pledges made.

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution was adopted by unanimous vote and includes several calls for action by the Commission.

The major request contained in the Resolution relates to the EU action to restore living conditions in Haiti and support the future Haitian authorities in the reconstruction process of the democratic institutions.

The Resolution requests the Commission to honour the pledges made at the International Donors' Conference in New York and stresses that all EU humanitarian and reconstruction assistance must be provided in form of grants, instead of loans and it should also incorporate local food production and food security issues.

The Resolution laments the effects of the disaster in Haiti which are still highly visible after one year from the earthquake, but welcomes the extent of the humanitarian aid granted by the Commission and Member States, as well as the commitment shown by the Commissioner C. Georgieva and by DG ECHO.

It also deplores the late start to the work of the IHRC (Interim Haiti Reconstruction Commission) and calls on the Commission, as a member of the IHRC, to intervene with a view of speeding up the implementation of the mandate, reviewing its operation and submit a report in that regard to the Parliament.

Furthermore, it calls on the Commission to take firm action to restoring living conditions, also with a view of protecting children and support the process of establishing a social protection system in Haiti and encourage education reform. In relation to that, the Resolution invites the Commission to work with the Haitian Government with a view of drawing up a legislative framework that protects children's rights and ensuring that national law reflects the obligations arising out of the numerous international instruments ratified by Haiti concerning the rights of the child, human rights and the abolition of slavery.

Moreover, it calls on the Commission to support the process of identity and registering children separated from their families with a view of tracing their relatives and to prevent illegal adoption and children trafficking.

Furthermore, it requests the Commission firstly to support the fair and transparent elections and the proper conduct of the second round on 20th March and secondly to cooperate closely with the future Haitian authorities and to assist them.

The Resolution moreover calls on the Commission, in the spirit of the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid, to ensure that significant effort is made to incorporate disaster preparation and risk minimisation.

Finally, it requests the EU and the Member States to keep the recovery and rehabilitation of Haiti high on their agenda, and calls in particular the Commission to come up with proposals as soon as possible to establish an EU Civil Protection Force based on the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission is keeping the Parliament regularly informed of developments intervening in the EU's response to the earthquake in Haiti.

The EU has mobilised all the means available to provide both humanitarian assistance and development aid to rebuild the country; the Commission will keep on in its commitment in 2011, for which it has foreseen 33 million of Euro. Protection of the most vulnerable and disaster risk reduction will be among the priority sectors.

The EU is also delivering on the reconstruction front, with a whole commitment of 600 million Euros out of 1,2 billion Euros pledged in New York and disbursed over 330 million Euros. Within the EU commitment, the Commission pledge, initially announced at 460 million Euros, was subsequently increased to 522 million Euros.

Lastly, the Commission is also focusing its efforts on assisting the vulnerability of the Haitian society by implementing poverty reduction strategies and enhancing good governance.  Improving Governance at all levels of the political life in Haiti is a condition sine qua non of a successful reconstruction process. Increasing governance capacities should be an overarching motto of the reconstruction process in Haiti. It could be done through a larger Governance framework accompanying the reconstruction process, to which all the donors would contribute. The EU should take a leading role in promotion of such a framework. With this aim, the Commission will continue to work with the Interim Haiti Reconstruction Commission and the future Haitian Authorities to speed up the process and to ensure progress in the conditions of life of Haitians and the sustainable development of the country.

As for the IHRC, the Commission recalls that the latter is only a coordination mechanism and not an implementing agency. There is scope for improvement in the works of the IHRC. The plan is that IHRC will move towards more substantial sectoral policy dialogue to underpin the development efforts.
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