Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the role of women in agriculture and rural areas, adopted by the Commission on 5 July 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Elisabeth JEGGLE (EPP/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0016/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0122

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 April 2011

4.
Subject: The role of women in agriculture and rural areas

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution deals with the living and working conditions of women in rural areas. It advocates further change in order to open up more possibilities for women. It calls for the improvement of infrastructure and services in rural areas. It invites to create the conditions for women to favour entrepreneurship. The resolution also concerns the involvement of women in decision-making and their social protection.

The resolution calls on the Commission to:

· Refrain from further reducing the proportion of the total budget accounted for by agricultural expenditure.

· Support projects which offer advice for the creation of innovative primary agricultural production enterprises creating jobs for women in areas such as adding value to agricultural products and seeking sales outlets for them, use of new technologies, economic diversification, provision of services which make it possible to reconcile working and family life.

· Include specific measures to support women in the new EAFRD Regulation.

· To facilitate improved access to land and credit for women.

· To include in its summary report under Art. 14(1) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 an in-depth analysis of the impact of the measures taken regarding the situation of women in rural areas.

· To contribute to an informative database on the economic and social situation of women.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission's proposal for the next multiannual financial framework will be published by 1 July 2011.

The rural development policy as currently in place provides for support in a number of fields which are important for women in rural areas:

· setting up and development of micro-enterprises;

· setting up of young farmers;

· adding value to agricultural products and seeking sales outlets for them.

The rural development policy also foresees possibilities to help men and women to balance family and professional life. For example, under the "basic services" measure, social facilities like day care centres for children or elderly people can be supported. In addition, local transport services and small-scale infrastructure are eligible for support.

The situation in rural areas is very diverse across the Member States, also as regards possibilities and requirements for women. Member States and regions have to carefully analyse the situation and design, within the framework provided by the rural development policy, tailor-made measures linked to the local conditions and taking account of specific problems women face there. Member States can for example give preference to women in the selection process of certain measures. In addition, women should also play an important role in LEADER, a local development approach, where they should bring in their specific interests and potential in order to mobilise the development potential of an area.

Under rural development policy, Member States have the possibility to use financial engineering actions to set up guarantee funds or loan funds in order to help women get access to credit.

The report mentioned in Art. 14(1) of 1698/2005 is a strategic monitoring report. It provides the state of play of the implementation of the Strategic Guidelines for Rural Development, based on the Member States' reports on their national strategic plans. The first summary report covers the first three years of progress in implementation. As such, it cannot yet provide an in-depth analysis of impacts. The Commission will include, where available, data on women in this strategic monitoring report.

The Commission agrees that it would be useful to have more data on the situation of women. However, it would depend on the possibility to convince Member States to collect additional data, especially in the light of Member States' calls for substantive simplification of reporting requirements.
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