Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the March I and II 2011 part-sessions
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on certain provisions for fishing in the GFCM (General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean) Agreement Area
1.
Rapporteur: Crescenzio RIVELLINI (EPP/IT)
2.
EP reference number: A7- 0023/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0079
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 March 2011
4.
Subject: certain provisions for fishing in the GFCM (General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean)
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2009/0129(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 294(3) and Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECHE)
8.
Commission's position: With regard to the amendments proposed by the Parliament, the Commission is in favour of 40 amendments out of the 52 proposed because these correspond to:
· the necessity to adapt the legislative proposal to the Lisbon Treaty (Amendments 1 to 11, 14-15, 19-20, 28, 30, 43-44) or to the new control regulation No 1224/2009 (Amendments 27, 31-32),
· a specification of implementing powers for the Commission (Amendment 12);
· an update of the proposal (Amendments 22-26, 29, 33, 36-37, 45-46);
· a procedural adaptation to a standard formula used in other regulations (Amendments 16-17);
· an alignment with new Comitology regulation No 182/2011 (Amendments 48, 50);
· an adaptation to GFCM Recommendation (Amendment 21).
The Commission accepts 4 amendments with reservation:
· alignment with what exists in the NEAFC regulation (Amendments 39, 42);
· cross-reference to the basic regulation not needed (Amendment 51);
· alignment with GFCM recommendation less obligatory for Member States than Commission's proposal (Amendment 18).
The Commission expresses neutral position for 4 amendments: linguistic clarifications (Amendment 34), adaptation to Lisbon Treaty (Amendments 38, 40) or update of the proposal (Amendment 35).
The Commission does not accept 4 amendments:
Amendment 13: This amendment specifies delegated powers for the Commission in line with the Treaty of Lisbon with limiting this power to the adoption of future amendments to existing measures that have been explicitly defined as non-essential elements.
Amendment 41: The Commission is of the opinion that transposition of amendments for all existing measures should be subject to delegated acts.
Amendment 47: This amendment seems acceptable concerning the alignment with the new Comitology regulation ((EU) No 182/2011). However, the exclusion of certain measures (i.e. Port state measures and Port state inspection procedures) is not acceptable.
Amendment 49: This amendment seems acceptable concerning the alignment with the new Comitology regulation ((EU) No 182/2011). However, the reference "without prejudice to Article 28" is not clear and seems inappropriate and the exclusion of certain measures (i.e. Port state measures and Port state inspection procedures) is not acceptable.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal:
The Commission considers important that negotiations on this proposal are unblocked as soon as possible and adoption be facilitated.
The position by the European Parliament on the proposal is shared in many aspects and respective amendments would be acceptable. With regards to the discussion on delegated acts, the Commission considers the position taken by the European Parliament as a step in the right direction and expects the position of the Council in this regard with great interest. At the same time, the Commission deems it necessary to continue to reflect on the most effective ways to transpose measures by Regional Fisheries Management Organisations into EU law.
With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position:
A blocking minority confirmed at the working group on 3 February 2011 the position taken unanimously previously at COREPER that the transposition of amendments to several GFCM measures should be subject to the ordinary legislative procedure. There are no indications that the Council will change its position on the question of the future empowerment of the Commission in this regard. Concerning some of the other amendments the Council signalled their preparedness to align with the European Parliament.
