Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on European Union relations with the Gulf Cooperation Council, adopted by the Commission on 22 June 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Dominique BAUDIS (EPP/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0042/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0109

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 March 2011

4.
Subject: European Union relations with the Gulf Cooperation Council

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is an own initiative report by the Parliament.  The report as such was finalised before the turmoil started in the Arab world. Following the ever-changing situation in the region (demonstrations to ask for more democracy, more political and economic and social rights, better respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms) the rapporteur introduced some changes, to take into account the current situation overall and more specifically in Bahrain.
The resolution takes a long-term approach to the region, stresses the geopolitical need for the EU and the GCC to increase cooperation, and asks in general for the EU to be more present, notably through more Delegations in the region. The EU should play an increased role in several fields according to the resolution: geopolitical, energy, education, science and regional integration are particularly singled out. The EU has a particularly important role to play in GCC energy reconversion, and in education.

The resolution takes note of the cooperation under the Joint Action Programme and regrets that political dialogue is not part of it.

The resolution expresses a need for the EU to develop a strategy for the region, to strengthen ties for with the GCC and also encouraging bilateral relations. The resolution also stresses the role that the EU can play in the GCC regional integration.

On the unrest in the region, the EP calls on the GCC to engage with civil society and to tackle human rights concerns in the region. As regards Bahrain, the EP calls for an immediate end to violence against protesters and for political dialogue.

It also makes a plea for conclusion of the FTA.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The EEAS/Commission share to a very large extent the views expressed in the EP Resolution and will therefore continue its work in the Gulf region along the lines expressed in the resolution. The EEAS/Commission particularly agree that the current turmoil implies a need for more, not less contacts, between the peoples of the two regions.

The EU’s political contacts with the region will continue, as will the implementation of the Joint Action Programme to promote contacts. As an example, the High Representative and Vice President, Mrs Ashton, is visiting the Gulf region on 17-21 April.

In the short term, a call for proposals under the ICI (instrument for cooperation with industrialised countries) for the implementation of the Joint Action Programme will be published.

In the longer term, developing a strategy for the region, and strengthen the EEAS’ physical presence in the Gulf may be considered.

On the FTA, the EU stands ready to conclude the agreement as soon as circumstances so permit.
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