Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Turkey's 2010 progress report, adopted by the Commission on 22 June 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110 (2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0156/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0090

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 March 2011

4.
Subject: Turkey's progress report 2010

5.
Background of the resolution:

· Commission's Turkey 2010 Progress Report (SEC(2010)1327);

· EP Resolutions of 27 September 2006 on Turkey's progress towards accession, of 24 October 2007 on EU-Turkey relations, of 21 May 2008 on Turkey's 2007 progress report, of 12 March 2009 and of 10 February 2010 on Turkey's progress report, of 21 September 2010 on trade and economic relations with Turkey;

· Negotiating Framework for Turkey 3 October 2005;

· Council Decision 2008/157/EC of 18 February 2008 on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the Accession Partnership with the Republic of Turkey
 ('the Accession Partnership'), as well as to the previous Council decisions on the Accession Partnership of 2001, 2003 and 2006,

· Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 14 December 2010.

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:

The Resolution aims, to convey a number of key messages as priorities for the new Turkish Parliament, to be elected in June this year: the need for consensus on a new constitution, the need for good functioning of checks and balances in the institutional system in Turkey, the importance of the rights of people belonging to minorities, the importance of respect for women's rights, the additional protocol to the Association Agreement should be fully implemented and Turkey and the EU are to work together more closely on foreign policy issues.
Concretely, the resolution commends Turkish citizens and civil society for supporting Turkey's further democratisation and for their commitment to an open and pluralistic society, but also notes Turkey's slow progress with regard to reforms and calls on the Government to increase its efforts in that respect.

The Parliament welcomes the adoption of constitutional amendments as a step in the right direction, and urges for consensus on an overall constitutional reform. On the investigations into alleged coup plans, the Parliament is concerned by the lack of progress and notes that the recent detention of well-known journalists such as Nedim Şener and Ahmet Şık might lead to a loss of credibility of these trials which should, on the contrary, strengthen democracy.

More in detail, as regards the political criteria, the Parliament calls on Turkey to:

· make systematic improvements in order fully to recognise the rights of persons belonging to minorities;

· uphold the principles of press freedom and finalise the review of the legal framework on freedom of expression and, without delay, bring it into line with the ECHR and the case law of the European Court of Human Rights;

· issue clear guidance to prosecutors in relation to laws that are frequently used to limit freedom of expression;

· lower the 10% threshold;

· revitalise its efforts, as part of the process of democratic opening, to address the Kurdish issue comprehensively with a view to reaching a peaceful solution;

· pass legislation introducing, as an alternative to military service, civil or social service that is not punitive in length and is based on free choice.

And on the Council to:

· open negotiations on the Energy  chapter without further delay;

· once the readmission agreement enters into force, to mandate the Commission to initiate a visa dialogue, with particular attention to the matter of entry conditions for businesspeople and students travelling to the EU.

The Parliament furthermore deplores that the Additional Protocol to the EC-Turkey Association Agreement has not been implemented by Turkey and recalls that "failure to do so may further seriously affect the negotiating process".

The Parliament calls on Turkey to facilitate a suitable climate for negotiations by immediately starting to withdraw its forces from Cyprus.

As for the Commission, the Resolution only expresses the following call:

· "Underlines the importance of providing effective protection for human-rights defenders; expresses concern about continuing court cases against human-rights defenders and their continued prosecution, and draws particular attention to the trial of Pinar Selek, which has lasted 12 years despite three acquittal decisions; calls on the Commission closely to follow her case, as well as all similar cases, and systematically to attend such trials "; (§32)
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

On Pinar Selek: Since the beginning, the Commission has been following this case closely; observers from the EU Delegation in Ankara attended the trial on 9 February 2011, which resulted in the acquittal of Pinar Selek. The decision of the prosecutor to appeal the acquittal adds another episode to this case which started 13 years ago. The Commission regrets this further prolongation of the court case and underlines the importance to respect the right to a fair trial within a reasonable period of time, enshrined in the European Convention of Human Rights. The Commission services are in regular contact with Mrs. Selek and her attorneys and will continue to monitor this case closely.
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� OJ L 51, 26.2.2008, p. 4.





PAGE  
3

