Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Objective 3: a challenge for territorial cooperation – the future agenda for cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation, adopted by the Commission on 27 September 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Marie Thérèse SANCHEZ-SCHMIDT (EPP/FR)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0110/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0285
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 June 2011

4.
Subject: Report on Objective 3: a challenge for territorial cooperation – the future agenda for cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Policy (REGI)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution contributes to the debate on the future of cohesion policy and focuses specifically on the future design of the European Territorial Cooperation (ETC) Objective. It pleads in favour of strengthening European territorial cooperation both in financial and strategic terms and contains a number of useful suggestions for improving the overall design and delivery mechanism. The Commission will very soon present its detailed legislative proposals for future cohesion policy, including the European territorial cooperation component.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Strengthening  the territorial cooperation objective

The Multi-Annual Financial Framework proposes an increase of one third for European territorial Cooperation (EUR 11.7 billion). It is intended to include ETC in both the Common Strategic Framework and in the Partnership Contracts and to strengthen links with other regional programmes operating in the same area. It is also intended to align priorities for ETC programmes with thematic objectives flowing from Europe 2020 strategy.

Discussions are still ongoing on how best to organise bilateral maritime cooperation.

Mainstreaming territorial cooperation

The Commission agrees on a better coordination of programming between regional and cooperation programmes. The future inclusion of ETC in the Common Strategic Framework and Partnership Contracts will contribute to this. Complementarity and exploitation of synergies will be particularly paid attention to in the programming negotiation process.

Adopting a territorial approach in implementing other EU policies
The Commission agrees with Parliament that there is no need of a new EU budget, new institutions or new legislation specifically for macro-regional strategies. The support from transnational programmes should be further explored.

The Commission is exploring ways on how best implement cooperation at the external borders of the Union, with a view to having more streamlined implementation systems and thus allow for more synergies.

Facilitating establishment of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTCs)
The Commission has just issued a report on the implementation of the EGTC. It contains recommendations for improvements in the functioning of the EGTC instrument. Concrete legislative proposals for the amendment of the EGTC regulations will follow.

Simplifying implementation

The Commission will propose a separate ETC regulation to reflect the specific character of multi-country programmes. It is intended to simplify the implementation mechanism. Detailed proposals will follow in the legislative text.

Raising the profile of territorial cooperation

Profile should primarily be raised through the funding of high quality projects that provide real EU added value. This should be achieved through a stronger focus on results and a more strategic approach in programming. It is also intended to strengthen the communication on cohesion policy programmes overall. Whether this will include specific elements for ETC still needs to be defined.
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