Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the cultural dimensions of the EU's external actions, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Marietje SCHAAKE (ALDE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0112/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0239
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2011
4.
Subject: The cultural dimensions of the EU's external actions
5.
Background of the resolution: The EP resolution aims to reflect on the question of how culture can become a more integral part of EU's foreign action, in particular in the light of the recent creation of the European External Action Service (EEAS). In doing so, it builds on a variety of recent policy documents (Communication on a European Agenda for Culture of 2007, Council Conclusions of November 2008), milestones (Colloquium on Culture and Development in 2009) and negotiations (Protocols of Cultural Cooperation) which have been developed since the adoption of the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the diversity of cultural expressions and relate to the cultural dimension of the external relations of the EU.

6.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
7.
Brief analysis /assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

In its resolution, the Parliament:

· Stresses the need for all EU institutions to recognise more fully the value of culture and calls for the development of a visible common EU strategy on the cultural aspects of the EU's external relations.

· Urges to create cultural attachés in EU Delegations overseas responsible for cultural relations between the EU and third countries and the promotion of European culture.

· Calls for the creation of a cultural visa for third-country artists and professionals in the cultural field, with the aim of eliminating obstacles to mobility in the cultural sector.

· Emphasises the importance of the new media in providing access to cultural goods and content and in making Europe's cultural heritage and history better known, inside and outside the EU, as demonstrated by key projects such as Europeana.

· Underlines the role played by cultural actors within civil society in the strengthening of democracy and human rights and calls on the Commission to promote this role more actively within the framework of the existing and forthcoming external cooperation funding programmes and actions.

· Calls on the EEAS to devote resources to culture and to engage in cultural diplomacy.

· Urges the Commission to propose and adopt in 2011 a Green Paper on a strategy on culture and cultural cooperation in the EU's external actions, to be followed by a communication.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The role of culture in external relations, the strategic importance of which was recognised for the first time in the 2007 Commission Communication on the European Agenda for Culture, has taken a growing importance over time, as demonstrated in the implementation reports of the Agenda.

The Commission welcomes the recommendation of the resolution to establish a genuine and comprehensive EU strategy for the cultural dimension of EU's external relations, including issues related to both new digital media and intellectual property rights enforcement.

The Commission welcomes the calls made to EEAS regarding the development of a genuine cultural diplomacy as part of its action, including the creation of cultural attachés in EU delegations in key third countries and will take up this proposal with the External Service.

The Commission supports the analysis of the resolution regarding the civil society role played by cultural actors in the strengthening of democracy, human rights and democracy, and intends to underline and promote this role more actively within the framework of the existing and forthcoming external cooperation funding programmes and actions.

Regarding the Protocols of Cultural Cooperation, the Commission has presented its strategy to the Council and is committed to do likewise vis-à-vis the European Parliament as well as civil society before the end of 2011.
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