Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the mid-term review of the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Union for research, technological development and demonstration activities, adoped by the Commission on 13 September 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Jean-Pierre AUDY (EPP/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0160/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0256

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 June 2011
4.
Subject: on the mid-term review of the 7th Framework Programme for Research
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is divided into 8 sections:

General remarks (paragraphs 1 to 4). The resolution welcomes the quality of the evaluation work carried out and asks the Commission to follow-up in particular the ten key recommendations made in the FP7 Interim Evaluation report.

Results of FP7 (paragraphs 5 to 27). This second part of the resolution starts of with an acknowledgement of the European added value achieved by FP7 with regard to Research and Development. The resolution deplores the quite low success rates in some parts of FP7 and supports a wider interdisciplinary perspective. Following some more general remarks on the four specific programmes (Cooperation, Ideas, People, Capacities), the resolution echoes some concerns regarding Joint Technology Initiatives. Towards the end of the chapter the resolution expresses broad support (BSI, GEANT) or specific concerns (INDECT) for specific FP related activities.

Participation in FP7 (paragraphs 28 to 36). This third part looks at various dimensions of the FP7 participation patterns and stresses the apparently unchanged situation regarding industry participation; welcomes the results of FP7 in favour of SMEs; asks for more support for young scientists; notes with concern the relatively modest participation of certain Member States; and welcomes the steady but timid progress towards a more balanced gender participation.

Financing (paragraphs 37 to 42). In this fourth part the resolution states that the level of FP7 financing, which is credible and necessary, must at least be maintained and should be aligned as far as possible with the Europe 2020 policy objectives. The resolution also calls on Member States and the EU to meet their financial commitments under international research agreements.
Role of innovation (paragraphs 43 to 47). In this chapter the resolution supports a strengthening of the "innovation" dimension in future work programmes and calls for the optimum exploitation and commercialisation of research results. The role of the European Technology Platforms, JTIs and PPPs in this context is acknowledged.

Follow-up to simplification measures (paragraphs 48 to 52). The resolution expresses concerns about excessive administrative burden in FP7 and reiterates the importance of introducing simplification measures.

Risk-Sharing Finance Facility (RSFF) (paragraphs 53 to 57). The resolution acknowledges the positive role of RSFF over recent years and recommends the further application of this innovative financial instrument. Concerns are raised, however, regarding the derisory sums allocated to research infrastructures, universities and SMEs and regarding the fact that nine Member States did not use this new facility.

Overall conclusions and future orientations (paragraphs 58 to 62). The resolution concludes by emphasising the role FP7 could play in overcoming the consequences of the financial crisis. Finally, the resolution stresses the need to enhance, stimulate and secure the financing of research and development in the European Union via a significant increase in relevant expenditure from 2013 onwards and argues that this increase of funding, ideally by doubling the budget, must foster sustainable growth and competition via excellence. This increase of funds must be coupled with a more result-oriented, performance-driven approach and with a radical simplification of funding procedures.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission is pleased to see that the quality of the evaluation work is acknowledged by the European Parliament.

The Commission notes that the main points raised in the resolution coincide with the key issues addressed in the Commission's response to the Evaluation report, notably as regards the need for a comprehensive strategy to boost research and innovation in the context of the Europe 2020 strategy; the need to make the programme more accessible to the wide range of possible contributors throughout Europe; and the need to further simplify procedures to allow all participants to focus on creativity rather than bureaucracy.

The Commission will take concrete measures in the remaining years of FP7 to implement, within the current legal framework, a maximum number of the concise suggestions made by the evaluators. Most notably three concrete simplification measures were already implemented earlier on in 2011 following the publication of the evaluation report.

Other recommendations will be followed-up in the context of future activities in the field of research and innovation under the next financial perspective. This will include the necessary "quantum leap" in simplification, which will be made possible by a Common Strategic Framework, new Rules for Participation and a revised user-friendly Financial Regulation.

By the end of the year the Commission will adopt its proposals for future funding programmes for research and innovation ("Horizon 2020"), within a Common Strategic Framework, bringing together the different instruments at EU level under a single umbrella in support to the whole research and innovation chain.
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