Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the mid-term review of the European satellite navigation programmes: implementation assessment, future challenges and financing perspectives, adopted by the Commission on 13 September 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Vladimir REMEK (GUE/NGL/CZ)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0165/2011 / P7_TA(2011)0265
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 June 2011

4. 
Subject: Mid-term review of the European satellite radio navigation programmes

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry Research and Energy (ITRE)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

Regarding the assessment of the implementation of the GNSS programmes the resolution calls on the Commission to update the GNSS Strategic Framework (C(2008)8378) in the light of the current situation, including the main actions, estimated budget and timetable necessary to meet the objectives.

Regarding the financial situation the resolution deplores the fact that no proposal has been made to provide additional financing for this programme by readjusting the current multiannual financial framework, which has led to further delays, additional costs and possibly the loss of a ‘window of opportunity’. In the resolution an appeal is made to increase the budget for R&D-related activities under FP8 and through other measures to facilitate the development of GNSS-based products and services. The resolution considers that Galileo and EGNOS should be financed mainly by the EU-budget. A predetermined annual amount should be provided from the EU-budget.

It further states that other possible sources of financing should be investigated, including innovative forms of financing. Unexpected additional costs should be financed by the EU-budget.
Concerning public awareness and the international dimension the resolution supports the Commission's activities and asks for increased efforts in these areas.

With regard to the future governance the resolution supports the early presentation of new legislative proposals by the Commission. An appeal to the Commission is made to ensure the retention of acquired know-how and expertise so that the programmes are well managed. The resolution calls upon the Commission to make swift progress with the establishment of proposals for future governance schemes for the operation of the system, in which clear and distinct responsibilities for the different actors should be defined.

The resolution also notes the importance of coordination on a regular basis with the Council and the European Parliament on the question of long-term governance and management structure of GNSS, in order to be fully transparent, financially sound and accountable in the most responsible manner.

Finally, the resolution calls on the Commission to establish appropriate mechanisms to ensure that GNSS based services and applications comply with fundamental citizens' rights such as privacy and data protection.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission envisages an update of the GNSS Strategic Framework (C(2008) 8378) in the light of the current situation.

The Commission has proposed allocating a financial envelope for the completion, maintenance, operation and evolution of the Galileo and EGNOS systems after 2013 in the framework of its proposal for the next multi-annual financial framework. This envelope amounts to EUR 7 billion in total.
The Commission services are finalising the impact assessment in preparation of the legislative proposal that will address in essence the financial cost envelope and the governance schemes. A draft-proposal for a new GNSS regulation will be presented to the Council and the European Parliament by December 2011.

The Commission attaches great importance to informing both the Council and the European Parliament on the status and development of the GNSS programmes. The Galileo Inter-institutional Panel (GIP) has been created in 2008 as a platform for information exchange on all aspects of the programmes, including the governance and management structures, and has thus had several meetings. The Commission would welcome an opportunity to outline its considerations for the financing and governance of the GNSS programmes at the next meeting of the GIP.

With the future uptake of services and applications ahead, the Commission is conscious of the need to enforce the existing rules on the protection of privacy and data vigilantly.
------------
PAGE  
2

