Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on GDP and beyond – Measuring progress in a changing world, adopted by the Commission on 13 September 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Anna ROSBACH (EFD/DK)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0175/2011 / P7_TA(2011)0264
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 8 June 2011

4.
Subject: GDP and beyond - measuring progress

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution welcomes the Commission Communication on 'GDP and Beyond – Measuring Progress in a Changing World' as a possible complementary tool to contribute to improved policy analysis and debates. The Resolution, inter alia:

· stresses the need to develop additional indicators for measuring medium- and long-term economic and social progress;

· calls for the development of clear and measurable indicators that take account of climate change, biodiversity, resource efficiency and social inclusion;

· calls for the development of indicators that focus more closely on the household-level perspective, reflecting income, consumption and wealth;

· underlines the need to measure quality of life, including factors such as health, education, culture, employment;

· stresses the need to develop clearly defined and quantifiable indicators and the use of reliable, harmonised and timely statistics covering a long period.

The Resolution asks the Commission to submit a tiered strategy for the 'Beyond GDP' approach that should show how the new approach can be used pragmatically in day-to-day political work. In other words, the Commission should develop a tool for practical use, based on clearly defined indicators and relying on high quality data.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission is grateful for the European Parliament support. It agrees with the Resolution that a new approach, going beyond GDP, should be clear and comprehensible, and have practical use in day-to-day political work. The several actions suggested in the 2009 Commission Communication on 'GDP and Beyond' are indeed designed to deliver indicators that can be used in practice already in the short-to-medium term. The first concrete follow-up is the new Regulation on Environmental Economic Accounts, which was adopted on 6th July 2011. Its adoption means that, for the first time, a data set on three key issues, namely air emissions, material flows and environmental taxes, fully compatible with national accounts, will become available. Besides these three areas, further modules might be introduced at a later stage, such as for example environmental protection expenditures, environmental goods and services and energy accounts.

The Commission is currently working on:

· the development of composite index on environmental pressures to be able to measure medium- and long-term economic and social progress. This includes the development of clear and measurable indicators covering climate change, biodiversity, water, waste, air and other areas for a long time period. The goal is that this environmental composite index is to be used by politicians and hence will have practical use;

· the improvement of timeliness of indicators by close cooperation with other Commission services and the European Environmental Agency;

· the development of resource efficiency indicators and targets in the context of its work under Resource Efficient Europe flagship.

Work will now continue to ensure that the Commission delivers on the promises made in the 2009 Roadmap. Further work is expected to produce results in the course of next year, which will be documented in a new Commission report at the end of 2012. This report will also address the concerns of EP.
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