Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European fisheries sector crisis due to the rise in oil prices, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2011
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 115(5) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, GUE/NGL, and EFD

2.
EP reference number: B7-0297/2011 / P7_TA(2011)0234
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2011

4.
Subject: European fisheries sector crisis due to the rise in oil prices
5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution expresses the concerns over the current situation of EU fishing sector, including the impact of the increased fuel prices. It calls on the Commission to: adopt emergency measures, including the increase of the ceiling of the de minimis aid from 30 000 to 60 000 Euro per firm for three years and the use of financial margins of the Community fisheries budget (paragraphs 2, 3 and 4); introduce mechanisms to improve the first sale price (paragraph 5) and continue EFF assistance to selectivity and engine replacement (paragraph 6); include fuel efficiency measure in the future CFP reform and financial regulation (paragraph 6); propose an action plan for coastal regions and islands having active fishing sector and set up medium and long term plan to increase fuel efficiency in fisheries and aquaculture (paragraph 6 and 7); propose investments, at both European and national level, in new technologies to increase energy efficiency in fishing vessels (paragraph 8).

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission is convinced that the best way to make the fisheries sector more resilient to high oil prices is to ensure that fishing levels are sustainable. More fish mean more fishing opportunities and that means higher revenues for the sector in general.
In relation to the request for the use of financial margins of the EU fisheries budget for emergency measures, the European Fisheries Fund is the main EU instrument to support the development and adaptation of the fishing industry. It has an envelope of €4.3 billion for the period 2007-13. Member States are responsible for implementing the fund and are best placed to know what measures are most suited to their industries to help them adapt and cope with changing circumstances. While implementation of the EFF is picking up after an initially slow start there are still substantial amounts that remain to be committed. Until now, the Member States have used less than 20% of the overall EFF allocation in terms of payments and around one third in terms of commitments. Current high fuel prices could be addressed by EFF measures that specifically target fuel efficiency, such as those that concern investment on board fishing vessels and selectivity. These provisions also include a more favourable approach to small-scale coastal fleets.

In relation to the request concerning the de minimis aid ceiling, the Commission is not in a position to support the increase of the ceiling. Increasing the ceiling would favour fuel intensive technologies with larger negative impact on the marine environment, at the expense of smaller less fuel intensive vessels. Furthermore, in the present context of constrained national budgets, the application of de-minimis measures could be uneven between Member States, which would result in an uneven level playing field between the fleets of different Member States and would distort competition.

In relation to the request for a mechanism to improve first sale prices of fish, Member States already make use of measures and instruments contained in the Common Market Organisation. In addition, some EFF related measures, in particular under Axis 4, can be helpful in improving first sale prices. For instance, the Commission organised a seminar in the Netherlands on 17-18 November 2010 dedicated to added value to local fisheries products and providing Fisheries Local Actions Groups with practical knowledge and skills on how to add value to processes and facilitate exchange of good practices in fisheries areas. The Commission is also planning to further reinforce the role of Producers Organisations in the context of the reform of the CFP.

In relation to the request to continue EFF assistance to selectivity and gear replacement, such assistance will continue.

In relation to the request for fuel efficiency measures in the forthcoming CFP reform and financial regulation, the Commission is considering how to encourage less fuel intensive fishing in order to increase the resilience of the sector to fuel costs increases. Such an approach, however, needs to be coherent with the overall CFP objectives and avoid increasing fishing effort. Reducing fishing effort will contribute to restore overfished stocks, which in turn would reduce fishing costs in the future, including fuel costs.

In relation to the request for an action plan for coastal regions and islands, and for setting up a medium and long-term plan aiming at improving fuel efficiency in fisheries and aquaculture, the Commission will discuss with the Member States the possible actions in the framework of the implementation of Axis 4 and the forthcoming strategic debate foreseen in the interim evaluation of the implementation of EFF Operational Programmes in the Member States.

In relation to the request for proposals concerning EU and national investments in new technologies increasing fuel efficiency in fishing vessels, this topic has been funded under the 6th Framework Programme project SUPERPROP (Superior life-time operation economy of ship propellers). Other projects under the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development like MARPOS (Implementation of the EU Maritime Transport Policy objectives) and MARTEC (Maritime technologies) include research on energy efficiency in maritime transport which could be taken into consideration for increasing fishing vessel performance in terms of energy consumption. Concerning the forthcoming Common Strategic Framework for Research and Innovation (CSF), resource efficiency is likely to be one of the most important areas of research.
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