Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Sarajevo as a European Capital of Culture in 2014, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110 (2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0281/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0241
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2011

4.
Subject: Sarajevo as a European Capital of Culture 2014
5.
Background of the resolution:
The previous legal basis establishing the European Capitals of Culture (Decision 1419/1999/EC) valid until 2010, enabled cities from non-EU countries to host the title. The Decision currently in force (Decision 1622/2006/EC) excludes this possibility, mainly because of the EU's enlargement. Even under the current legislation, with 27 Member States and the existing rotation system, each country has to wait 14 years before being entitled to host another Capital. As this is a long period of time, the majority of Member States therefore wanted to limit the scope to Member States only. Moreover, considering that EU Member States outnumber non EU countries in Europe, any participation of third countries in the action would have had the potential to give them more frequent opportunities to host the event than Member States.

Following a visit of a Parliament delegation to Sarajevo, Mrs Pack (Chair), on behalf of the Committee for Education and Culture, called for Sarajevo to be designated as European Capital of Culture for 2014, as an "exception" to Decision 1622/2006/EC. It is argued that Sarajevo was the site of the assassination that sparked World War I in 1914, and that this would be an important step in terms of burying the ghosts of past European divisions once and for all and showcasing the new Europe by nominating the city as a new-European-era European Capital of Culture. From 1992 to 1996, during the Bosnian War, Sarajevo suffered the longest siege of a capital city in the history of modern warfare. It retained its intercultural character throughout, and has fostered it ever since. Sarajevo wants to leave the past behind and look enthusiastically to its European future. According to the Parliament's resolution, it therefore would deserve the opportunity to demonstrate its immense potential for interculturalism.

6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In this resolution, the Parliament calls on the Council to award the title of European Capital of Culture "exceptionally" to Sarajevo in 2014, considering that:

· the decision establishing a Community action for the European Capital of Culture event for the years 2007 to 2019 applies only to the EU Member States,

· cities from third European countries have already been given the opportunity to win the title of European Capital of Culture.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Decision establishing the title of European Capitals of Culture (Decision 1622/2006/EC) indicates that this initiative is only open to the 27 Member States of the European Union; cities from third countries are not therefore able to host the title. As part of this Decision, a chronological list of the two Member States which are entitled every year to host the title has been drawn up until 2019.

This Decision entered into force on 1 January 2007 and repealed Decision 1419/1999/EC which made it possible for third countries to host a Capital until the 2010 title (included). In this context, Stavanger (Norway) and Istanbul (Turkey) were designated in 2004 and 2006 European Capitals of Culture for the years 2008 and 2010.

Since 2008, cities have been chosen (as of the 2013 title) through a two stage selection process coordinated by the relevant Member States and involving a panel of independent experts. The Member States forward the panel's recommendation to the European institutions and the Parliament has three months in which to give an opinion. The Council then designates the winning cities on the basis of a recommendation from the Commission. According to these procedures, Umeå and Riga were recommended by the selection panel in September 2009 and officially designated by the Council in May 2010 as European Capitals of Culture for 2014. The designation is made at such an early stage in order to enable the cities to adequately manage the preparation process, which lasts several years.

The Commission is fully and solely responsible for implementing the Decisions adopted by the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers. Such an exception to this Decision, on an essential element like its geographical scope, as requested in the Parliament's Resolution would not be compatible with the mandate that the Commission has received to implement it.

Although Sarajevo cannot be granted the title of Capital of Culture in 2014, it may wish to explore contacts with Riga and Umeå, since cultural organisations of one or both may wish to develop cultural events in cooperation with Sarajevo. Transnational cultural cooperation is indeed inherent to the concept of European Capitals of Culture which often includes linkages to key historical events in their cultural programming. For instance, one of Riga's six programme strands is called "Freedom Street" and refers to the fact that the year 2014 will mark 100 years since the beginning of World War I.  It should be noted that Bosnia-Herzegovina has become this year a full participant in the Culture programme (the main EU funding tool in the culture area) which fosters transnational cultural cooperation, including intercultural dialogue.

This new arrangement means that cultural operators in Sarajevo can submit a funding request related to the objectives of the programme. Funding is awarded through an open, transparent and competitive process, and therefore only the best proposals are selected.

The Commission has launched a public consultation on the continuation of the European Capitals of Culture beyond 2019 and an evaluation of the current scheme. On this basis, it will prepare a proposal regarding the renewal of this initiative. The proposal is expected to be adopted by the Commission in early 2012, and it will then be discussed by the Council and the Parliament in the framework of the ordinary legislative procedure. The geographical scope of the scheme is one element which will be considered in the preparatory work for its renewal.

It is also worth mentioning that, in addition to Sarajevo, a number of cities in other third countries have expressed their interest in hosting the title, to which the Commission has replied along the same line.
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