Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Commission's fifth Cohesion Report and the strategy for post-2013 cohesion policy, adopted by the Commission on 12 October 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Markus PIEPER (EPP/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0222/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0316
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 July 2011

4.
Subject: The Commission's Fifth Cohesion Report

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Regional Development (REGI)
6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution reflects on the key elements of the Fifth Cohesion Report presented by the Commission in November 2010. It supports many of the key orientations of the Report, including alignment of cohesion policy with the Europe 2020 strategy and increasing the effectiveness of the policy through enhanced results-orientation and conditionalities.

The resolution calls on the Commission to present a proposal for transitional assistance for regions which no longer fall under the Convergence objective and have GDP per capita between 75 % and 90 % of the EU average, in the form of a new intermediate category of regions, which would replace the current phasing-out and phasing-in system.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
On 29 June 2011, the Commission adopted proposals for the new Multiannual Financial Framework for the period 2014-2020, which included proposals for the introduction of the new category of 'transition regions" replacing the current phasing-out and phasing-in systems. It also presented some of the major changes to be made to cohesion policy including the Partnership Contract, thematic concentration and conditionality.

The Commission will present proposals for the new cohesion policy regulatory framework for the period 2014-2020 in early autumn. The report provides a valuable input for the Commission for the finalisation of its legislative proposals.
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