Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the activities of the Committee on Petitions during 2010, adopted by the Commission on 7 December 2011
1.
Rapporteur: Willy MEYER (GUE/NGL/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0232/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0382
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14th September 2011

4.
Subject: Annual report of the activity of the Committee on Petitions for 2010

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Petitions (PETI)
6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution recalls the importance of the petitions routine as an instrument of Parliamentary oversight over the Commission’s implementation of Community law and welcomes the constructive cooperation with the Commission in this respect. However it repeats a perception of reluctance by the Commission to keep the Committee informed of the progress of infringement proceedings overlapping with open petitions. It also expresses a certain concern with Member states' implementation of EU law, and with having to deal with many mis-directed "non-petitions" and invocations of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. On this, the resolution even notes an alleged refusal by the Commission to take action to protect fundamental rights. The most specific request, which is also a repetition on previous years, calls for faster action to enforce environmental directives, when petitioners raise fears about possible future infrastructure projects. More positively, it sees the Committee as being well in contact with citizens, and looks forward to the European Citizens' Year and the start-up of the Citizens' Initiative, with which it intends to help.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission is fully committed to continue its cooperation with the PETI Committee and to assist the Committee in examining petitions in the light of the EU law which might be applicable.

In general, the Commission recalls that pursuant to article 17 of the Treaty on European Union, the Commission ensures the application of the Treaties and the measures adopted by the Institutions by virtue of the same, and monitors the application of Union law under the control of the Court of Justice of the European Union. To fulfil this task conferred by the Treaty, the Commission gathers all the information which can be of help; as shown in point 2.3 of the 23rd annual report on the control of the application of Union law
, the Commission takes due account of petitions which are addressed to the Parliament in the framework of the exercise of its task.

As regards information to the PETI Committee, the Commission must underline the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice according to which the Member States have the right to expect confidentiality on the part of the Commission during infringement proceedings
. The Commission would also draw the attention of the Members of the Committee to section 44 of the current framework agreement on relations between the Parliament and the Commission
 where it is stipulated that, besides specific reports and the annual report on the application of Union law, the Commission gives the Parliament summary information concerning all the cases which are running, as from the date of the letter of formal notice, including, if the Parliament asks, on a case by case basis and respecting the rules on confidentiality, notably those recognised by the Court of Justice, on the matters covered by the procedure. On the implementation of environmental law, the Commission considers that responses have already been given in the Communication on implementing European Community Environmental Law (COM(2008)773). Where appropriate, the Commission will also take legislative action. Specifically, the Commission has initiated the process for the review of the EIA Directive. In this regard, the existing experience from the implementation of the EIA Directive, including the lessons learnt from the investigation of petitions and complaints, will be a valuable source of information. More information on the ongoing review of the EIA can be found under: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/home.htm.
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