Follow up to the European Parliament declaration on civilian invalids of war, adopted by the Commission on 13 December 2011
1.
Written declaration tabled pursuant to Rule 123 of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Jelko KACIN (ALDE/SL), Edward McMILLAN SCOTT (NI/UK), Anna ROSBACH (EFD/DK), György SCHÖPFLIM (EPP/HU), Jutta STEINRUCK (S&D/DE)

2.
EP reference number: DCL-0021/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0433

3.
Date of adoption of the declaration: 29 September 2011

4.
Subject: Ongoing medical and societal needs of civilian invalids of war

5.
Brief assessment of the declaration and requests made in it:
The declaration calls on the Commission to take appropriate steps to ensure that the medical and societal needs of civilian invalids of war are met (Point 2).

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission agrees with Parliament on the need to ensure that the medical and societal needs of civilians injured in wars are properly met. However, it has no plans for a specific initiative in this area as social services and benefits are the responsibility of the Member States, as is the organisation and provision of health care.

However, the Commission endeavours to promote a high level of social protection for the whole population, including civilian war victims, as part of the ‘open coordination framework’ outlined in its Communication COM(2005) 706 final, aimed at helping Member States to draw up national strategies in the areas of poverty and social exclusion, heath and long-term care and pensions. The open coordination method does not undermine the role of the Member States, which retain full powers in these matters.
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