Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on an EU homelessness strategy, adopted by the Commission on 7 December 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Employment and Social Affaires (EMPL)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0475/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0383

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 September 2011

4.
Subject: EU homelessness strategy
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and of requests made in it:
The Resolution calls on Member States to end street homelessness by 2015. It goes on to call for an EU strategy on homelessness and to specify the elements for such a strategy. Among these, the Commission is asked to establish a working group involving a wide range of stakeholders, in order to improve the quality of statistics, and to agree with the Member States on a system of regular reporting and monitoring against targets of the kind suggested in the 2010 Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion.

The Resolution also calls for a better knowledge-base with more research, mutual learning, and specifically for "housing–led" approaches to be a subject of social innovation. The Commission is urged to develop a voluntary quality framework for services for homeless people. EU funding, especially the European Social Fund (ESF), should be strongly linked to the homelessness strategy, and use of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) to help house marginal groups should be promoted. The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights is urged to consider the impact of homelessness on the enjoyment of other rights, and the EPSCO Council is urged to discuss a homelessness strategy.

6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
As regards the call for an EU Strategy on homelessness (paragraph 2), the Commission points out that the primary responsibility for tackling homelessness lies with the Member States and their authorities at national, regional and local level. Nonetheless, there is a clear role for the EU to support and encourage their efforts.

As Parliament notes (paragraph 6), the Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2010 sets out key elements for Member States' homelessness strategies. The Commission is aware of the desire for greater political and operational visibility for work on homelessness at EU level, and it is considering how it could best strengthen this work, in particular through the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion.

The Commission is well aware of the need for research and for better statistics on homelessness, and it is already considering the scope and value of using the ETHOS European typology (as suggested in paragraph 4).

The Commission has embarked on work on "housing-led" approaches (in line with paragraph 10) with the launch of a project on this topic among social innovation initiatives: the transnational "Housing First Europe" project, which will run for 2 years. The Commission intends that more resources should be available in the future to fund social innovation projects.

The Parliament recognises the value of mutual learning and exchanging information on key issues in the fight against homelessness (paragraph 9). The Commission also recognises this. The key instrument in this respect is the Open Method of Co-ordination (OMC). The OMC would need to be mobilised in the proposed annual or bi-annual monitoring of Member States' performance against targets (paragraphs 5 and 7), although the agreement of the Member States will be needed before this can take place.

As regards services (paragraph 11), the Commission intends to develop at sector level the voluntary European Quality Framework on Social Services adopted by the Social Protection Committee in October 2010.

As regards funding (paragraph 12) the Commission's legislative proposals on Cohesion Policy for the period 2014-20, adopted on 6 October, provides various possibilities for support for homeless people. The Commission has proposed to lift all limitations in relation to housing interventions in the ERDF
. The most vulnerable groups in society will be at the core of future ESF assistance
. The Commission has proposed that Member States should allocate at least 20% of their total ESF budget to the thematic objective of "Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty". The ESF will continue to support actions aimed at promoting the social and labour market reintegration of homeless people under the investment priorities for active inclusion; and improving access to affordable, sustainable and high-quality services, including health care and social services of general interest.
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