Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the state of play of the negotiations on the Doha Development Agenda, adopted by the Commission on 7 December 2011
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on International Trade (INTA)
2.
EP reference number: B7-0478/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0380
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 September 2011

4.
Subject: WTO Doha Development Agenda
5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution reiterates the Parliament's support for a strong multilateral system with the WTO at its centre. It reaffirms its full commitment to a successful conclusion of the Doha Round, and calls developed and advanced developing countries to pay particular emphasis on the needs of the Least Developed Countries. It also notes that the negotiations for a Trade Facilitation Agreement should be advanced to an early agreement, and reiterates the importance of improving access to green goods and technologies, and stresses that multilateral trade rules should better address issues such as energy and food security.

At the same time, the Resolution seems to question whether the stronger role that emerging countries have assumed in global trade since the launch of the Doha Round do not render the original objectives of the Round impossible to attain. It also appears to suggest that the multilateral trading system should be reformed, and invites the Commission to consult proactively on this with the Parliament.

6.

Reply to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's Resolution on the state of play of the negotiations on the Doha Development Agenda, and its reconfirmed commitment to the multilateral trading system and the WTO. The Commission shares the Parliament's support for a balanced and fair conclusion of the DDA, which would deliver as soon as possible on the needs of the Least Developed Countries. The Commission also welcomes the Parliament's support for an early agreement on the Trade Facilitation negotiations.

The Commission takes note of the Parliament's view that the debate on the future functioning of the WTO should be resumed, with a possible reform of the multilateral trading system. The Commission's analysis is that the reasons for continued impasse in the DDA negotiations are not due to the structures or functioning of the WTO as an international organisation, but rather due to the inability of some of large members to make the compromises necessary for reaching an agreement in the current juncture. The Commission believes that the WTO is generally capable of producing what its members want it to produce in the areas of implementing and enforcing binding commitments as well as monitoring trade practices and tendencies. The Commission therefore does not see an immediate need for reforming the multilateral trading system. However, should such a process be initiated, the Commission will surely consult with the Parliament.

With respect to the suggestion that it is necessary to analyse whether the changed circumstances since the beginning of the Doha Round do not render the original objectives of the Doha Round impossible to attain, the Commission considers that the difficulties to conclude the negotiations are related to divergent expectations among WTO members as to what the balance between the contribution that advanced emerging economies on one side and developed members on the other will have to deliver to attain the objectives of the round. On the other hand, the Commission believes that these objectives (e.g. lowering of level and elimination of peaks in industrial tariffs, further liberalisation of the services markets, reduction of trade distorting subsidies, etc.) remain relevant, and is sceptical as to whether members could simply set them aside and move to another agenda.
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