Commission Communication
on the action taken on the opinions and resolutions adopted by the European Parliament at its November I and II 2011 part-sessions
NON LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE (CONSULTATION)

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Framework Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community for nuclear research and training activities (2012 - 2013)

1.
Rapporteur: Jan BŘEZINA (EPP/CZ)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0360/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2011)0509

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 November 2011

4.
Subject: nuclear research and training

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2011/0046(NLE)

6.
Legal basis: Article 7 of the Euratom Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept part of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

The resolution contains amendments which could be accepted by the Commission, in particular amendments concerning the role of research in improving nuclear safety and maintaining nuclear competences. However, the Commission does not intend to change the text (so-called general approach), agreed by the Council in June 2011, because the Council has revised the original proposal of the Commission and has already addressed main concerns of the European Parliament. Other amendments proposed by the Parliament, in particular concerning the funding for various objectives (including ITER) of the Euratom Programme are not acceptable to the Commission as the budget of the Euratom Programme is currently being discussed by the budgetary authority.

Amendments which could be accepted:

Amendments 1, 18, 28, 29 which address various issues concerning implementation of the Programme (simplification, risks and control). Please note that these issues are addressed in the separate proposal on the Council Regulation laying down the Rules for the Participation of undertakings, research centres and universities in indirect actions (2012-13). Therefore the Commission does not intend to ask the Council for a revision of the text.

Amendments 2, 5, 12, 16, 17 which strengthen focus of the Programme on nuclear safety. Please note that the General Approach agreed by the Council in June 2011 already contains similar provisions. Therefore the Commission does not intend to ask the Council for a revision of the text.

Not acceptable amendments:

Amendments 3, 4, 13 are too prescriptive and their content is of repetitive nature (references to the SET-Plan initiatives are already provided in Annex 1).

Amendments 26 and 27 concern standardisation activities which are part of the remit of the JRC.

Amendments 6, 9, 14, 30(or 15) concern budgetary issues which are currently being discussed by the budgetary authority.

Amendments 7, 8, 10 are outside the scope of the proposed decision as they concern amendments to be made to the Euratom Treaty, or they are outside the scope of the proposed decision.

Amendment 11 is not needed as the financial obligations of international partners are governed by appropriate agreements, including the ITER agreement.

Amendments 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 which are too prescriptive and whose content is of a repetitive nature (either the subject is already covered by Annex 1 on the scientific and technical objectives or the Commission's proposal provides sufficient basis for financing all required actions).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: It is unlikely that the Council will open again negotiations on the text in order to introduce some of the Parliament's amendments which are not binding under Euratom Treaty. This is due to fact that the text was agreed unanimously by the Council in June 2011 and it already put stronger emphasis on nuclear safety and training.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Council's June 2011 agreement on the text does not cover budget which must be agreed jointly with the Parliament as it requires changes to the financial perspective (2007-2013). If the funding for ITER is agreed, the file is expected to be formally concluded in December 2011.

