Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution on the European dimension in sport, adopted by the Commission on 18 April 2012
1.
Rapporteur: Santiago FISAS AYXELA (EPP/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A7-0385/2011 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0025
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 2 February 2012

4.
Subject: Sport

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution, which is in general supportive of the Commission action line and proposals contained in the Communication "Developing the European Dimension in Sport"
, addresses a series of requests and calls on the Commission, the Member States and the sport stakeholders.
The resolution follows the structure of the Commission Communication and adds a chapter on the topic "European identity through sport", which had not been covered by the Communication.
The resolution addresses a large list of proposals intended to develop a 'European dimension of sport' complementing actions of Member States in areas such as health-enhancing physical activity at all education levels, the fight against doping and corruption in the world of sport, promotion of voluntary sport activities and programmes of social inclusion through sport or sustainable financing of grassroots sport.
Most of the points made are already or will be monitored by the Commission. The recently adopted proposal for a new ‘Erasmus for All’ programme, which contains a specific Chapter on Sport, for the new Multiannual Financial Framework (2014-2020), addresses most of the requests for action made in the resolution, in particular points 1 and 63. Besides, preparatory actions in the field of sport (2009-2011) are already covering some of the areas for action pointed out by the European Parliament, such as those mentioned in points 10, 12, 25, 33, 43, 60, 61 and 79.
Due to the cross-sectoral nature of the sport sector and to the active contribution of other EP Committees, the resolution calls on the Commission to act in favour of sport in the framework of other policy areas such as Education, Competition law, Regional funding, Social affairs, Internal Market, Audiovisual, External relations and Development.
In particular, the resolution calls (for sport governing bodies) to establish an 'insurance mechanism' to compensate clubs that make their players available for their national teams (point 70), and (for the Commission to propose) to regulate the profession of sports agents at European level (points 75 and 76). This second specific point has been recently followed up by the Commission by organising in November 2011 a conference on the issue with all stakeholders, which will lead to further progress in this field. However, the specific request for the Commission to draw up and implement a European licensing and registration system accompanied by a code of conduct and a sanctioning mechanism does not seem legally feasible on the basis of Article 165 TFEU.
Furthermore, requests made in the resolution seeking to ask official recognition by the Commission of the compatibility of sporting rules with EU law (e.g. point 82) do not appear to be feasible, namely as regards competition law, where this type of analysis can only be done case-by-case on the basis of a formal investigation procedure.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission warmly welcomes the resolution. Its main messages are in line with and strongly supportive of the Communication of the Commission ‘Developing the European Dimension in Sport’, adopted on the 18th of January 2011. Thus the resolution helps to develop a policy process in the field of sport involving EU institutions and Member States as well as sport organisations. Ongoing and future policy initiatives and the recently proposed sport chapter in the "Erasmus for All" programme should ensure the necessary support to develop most of the requests for action addressed to the Commission. However, no commitments can be made by the Commission on the feasibility of proposals exceeding the competence of the Commission and/or the EU in this field (i.e. point 75 on agents) and on the possibility of unconditionally recognising the compatibility of private sporting rules with EU law (i.e. point 82).
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