Commission Communication
on the action taken on the opinions and resolutions adopted by the European Parliament at its December 2011 part-session
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the right to information in criminal proceedings

1.
Rapporteur: Birgit SIPPEL (S&D/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0408/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0551

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 December 2011

4.
Subject: The right to information on criminal proceedings

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2010/0215(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 294(2) and 82(2) of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission finds the compromise text agreed between the co-legislators and the Declaration acceptable. It is in line with our original proposal. It achieves the Commission's goals of ensuring that a suspected or accused person will be informed of their rights in a timely manner, first orally and then, if they  are  arrested or detained, in writing by way of a Letter of Rights. It ensures that a suspected or accused person is given enough information about the accusation they face to prepare their defence effectively.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and the Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The amendment of the European Parliament adopted corresponds to what was agreed between the three institutions and ought therefore to be acceptable to the Council. Member States have agreed on the Declaration which has been adopted at COREPER as a point I discussion on Tuesday 20 December 2011. Consequently, once the Legal/Linguistic Experts have examined the text, the Council should be in a position to adopt the legislative act. It is then expected that the Council will fully endorse Parliament's text and adopt it.
