Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the Outcome of the Single Market Forum, adopted by the Commission on 14 February 2012
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, ECR, Greens/EFA

2.
EP reference number: B7-0576/2011 / P7-TA-PROV(2011)0543
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 1 December 2011

4.
Subject: Follow-up and results of the Single Market Forum in Krakow, 2-4 October 2011

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
In its Resolution, the European Parliament expresses its views on the results and follow-up of the Single Market Forum (SIMFO) in Krakow, and on the implementation of the Single Market Act (SMA). The main recommendations can be structured under three headings:

Results of the SIMFO in Krakow

The European Parliament resolution endorses the Krakow Declaration of 4 October 2011, referring to the conclusions of the SIMFO workshops on the European professional card, alternative dispute resolution (ADR), points of single contact, e-commerce, mobility of posted workers and public procurement.

It calls on the Member States to ensure correct and timely transposition of the Internal Market legislation and to reduce non-compliance. It also underlines that use of correlation tables is beneficial for all parties in the transposition process of Internal Market directives.

Furthermore, it asks for a stronger involvement of citizens and other stakeholders in the policy making of Single Market initiatives, and for increased efforts of awareness-raising from the EU institutions to the stakeholders about their rights and opportunities within the Single Market. In this respect, the resolution calls for the adoption of a Citizens' Rights Charter for all cross border situations in the Single Market and the organisation of a big public event based on the SIMFO experience.

Follow-up of the SIMFO in Krakow

The resolution stresses the need of a continuation of the process of participation of citizens and businesses in the development of the Single Market started in Krakow.

For 2012, it endorses the idea of events at the national level (at least one per Member State) in the context of the 20th anniversary of the Single Market linked to a central, main EU event.

Call for implementation of the SMA

The resolution also refers back to the SMA and its set of measures, adopted on 13 April 2011. It calls for the implementation of all the 12 key actions by 2012, and for continuous monitoring of the implementation of each initiative, inter alia via progress reports to the Council. The resolution stresses in this context the importance of timely and correct transposition and implementation of Single Market legislation.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission services have engaged in a close follow-up of the Krakow declaration, ensured by the line units in DG MARKT, DG SANCO (for Alternative Dispute Resolution) and DG EMPL (posting of workers) which have organised the respective workshops in Krakow. As also called on by the European Parliament resolution, the issues addressed during the SIMFO are envisaged to be further examined during a Single Market Week (SMW) in October 2012.

The Commission services have already started to work on the organisation of this Single Market Week, which would mark the 20th anniversary of the creation of the Single Market. This SMW would be set around a central event plus decentralized events at the level of Member States. Those last events would be organised with the support of national governments and in close cooperation with the respective competent national authorities.

The Commission will present early 2012 a report on the implementation of the SMA. In this context, the Commission is currently also working on the definition of a new set of priorities for 2012 and 2013.
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