Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the EU response to HIV/AIDS in the EU and neighbouring countries, midterm review of Commission Communication COM(2009)569, adopted by the Commission on 14 February 2012
1.
Political Groups which tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, Greens/EFA, ECR, GUE/NGL, EFD

2.
EP reference number: B7-0615/2011 / P7_TA(2011)0544
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 1 December 2011

4.
Subject: EU response to HIV/AIDS in the EU and neighbouring countries, midterm review of Commission Communication COM(2009)569

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Commission welcomes the initiative by the European Parliament to give high political priority to the fight against HIV/AIDS in Europe. The resolution highlights the most important challenges for HIV/AIDS in Europe, such as shortcomings in prevention, testing and care, and calls upon the Commission and the Member States to better implement their policies and evidence based measures to tackle HIV and to bring the number of new HIV infections down and to improve the quality of life of people living with HIV/AIDS.

Generally speaking, the requests for the Commission are in line with ongoing activities and with commitments and plans outlined in the Commission communication on combating HIV/AIDS in the EU and neighbouring countries of 2009 (COM(2009)569). The resolution complements the findings of a monitoring exercise of the implementation of the HIV action plan carried out by the ECDC at the end of 2011 which will be published early in 2012.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

[The European Parliament]:
· "Calls on the Commission and Council to implement the Communication on ‘Combating HIV/AIDS in the European Union and neighbouring countries 2009-2013’ and its accompanying Action Plan by:

- scaling up the implementation of prevention strategies 

- supporting an effective response to HIV/AIDS in priority regions

- developing means to reach and support the population groups which are most at risk" (paragraph 1)

The implementation of the Communication is focusing on the promotion of these three priorities. Projects in these areas are funded through the Health Programme and other relevant funding instruments, and the regular meetings with Member States, civil society and other stakeholders concentrate on an improved networking coordination and cooperation to improve the mentioned aspects.

· "Calls on the Commission and Council to provide the resources needed to guarantee equitable access to HIV prevention, testing, treatment, care and support, to address stigma and other barriers to timely access to counselling, testing and early care, to increase investment in research to achieve an effective cure and to improve instruments and actions to address co-infections such as tuberculosis or hepatitis B and C, among others, through improved access to screening and effective access to treatment"; (paragraph 4)
· "Calls on the Commission and Council to promote early diagnosis and care by implementing evidenced-based testing and linked treatment strategies"; (paragraph 6)
The Commission is funding HIV/AIDS research towards the development of vaccines and treatment under the 7th Framework Programme. The Health Programme co-funds projects e.g. for a better prevention and improved HIV testing strategies, whereas the provision of treatment and care is the competence of Member States.

· "Calls on the Commission and Council to ensure that civil society and the academic research community are involved at every stage in the implementation of the Communication on the EU response to HIV/AIDS and its Action Plan"; (paragraph 8)
The involvement of all relevant stakeholders and civil society is a major principle highlighted in the Commission communication and the action plan. The Commission has established the HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum involving 40 major NGOs and networks from all over Europe, including neighbouring countries.

· "Calls on the Commission to develop joint EU action and approaches to promoting full respect for human rights and rights-based approaches to addressing HIV/AIDS policies including information campaigns to combat the stigmatisation of and the discrimination suffered by people living with HIV/AIDS"; (paragraph 10)
This request refers to a central part of the Commission communication. The Commission is planning a conference on HIV and human rights in 2012 and supports projects and activities of partners to address stigma and discrimination.

· "Calls on the Commission and Council to implement the changes needed to fulfil their obligations under the UNGASS (United Nations General Assembly Special Session) Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS"; (paragraph 20)

The implementation of both EU policies
 on HIV/AIDS contributes to fulfil the obligations expressed in the UNGASS Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS.

· "Calls on the Commission, the Council and the Member States to honour their obligations towards the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria and to continue to support its work in developing countries"; (paragraph 21)
The Commission has earmarked €110 million per year for 2011 – 2013 for the support of the Global Fund.

· "Calls on the Commission and Council to ensure access to high-quality, comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services, information and supplies; takes the view that this should cover, inter alia, confidential and voluntary counselling, testing and treatment for HIV and all sexually transmitted infections; prevention of unintended pregnancies; equitable and affordable access to contraceptives, including access to emergency contraception; safe and legal abortion, including post-abortion care; and care and treatment to prevent vertical transmission of HIV, including to partners and children"; (paragraph 22)
The provision and management of access to health services is in the competence of Member States.
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� Commission communication on combating HIV/AIDS in the EU and neighbouring countries, 2009-2013, (COM(2009)569).


A European Programme for Action to Confront HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis through External Action (2007-2011) (COM(2005)179).


� Commission budget line administrated by DG DEVCO.
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