Commission Communication
on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the February I and II 2012 part-sessions
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on entrusting the Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) with certain tasks related to the protection of intellectual property rights, including the assembling of public and private
1.
Rapporteur: Antonio MASIP HIDALGO (S&D/ES)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0003/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0032

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 February 2012

4.
Subject: OHIM Regulation

The proposal aims to reinforce the European Observatory on Counterfeiting and Piracy as a resource for robust data collection and a platform for exchange of best practice between public and private sector experts. To achieve this, the Observatory will be entrusted to the Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (OHIM), and thus benefit from the Office's resources and expertise in the field of Intellectual Property.

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2011/0135(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 114 and 118(1) TFEU

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all the amendments adopted by the European Parliament in first reading.

The compromise text agreed at the Trilogue of 19 December clarifies the scope of the Regulation; provides for a change of name (to European Observatory on Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights); introduces a slight loosening of the information and data obligations on Member States; provides for greater oversight by Member States of the work undertaken by the Office; and involves a widening of the scope of the categories of stakeholders who should be in the Observatory.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The Coreper informed the JURI Committee by letter on 21 December 2011 that the Council will approve the Parliament's amendments, subject to linguistic revision, under Article 294, paragraph 8(c) of the Treaty. This approval by the Council, expected in March 2012, will complete the legislative procedure.

At the moment it adopts the Regulation, the Council is also expected to agree to the text of a declaration, to be attached to the minutes of the Council meeting, stating as follows: "This Regulation cannot be interpreted as including or conferring any powers which fall under Title V of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union". The Commission will also associate itself with this declaration.

