Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the agreement between the EU and Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures on agricultural products and fishery products, adopted by the Commission on 8 May 2012
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 110(4) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ALDE, ECR

2.
EP reference number: B7-0048/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0055
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 February 2012
4.
Subject: agreement with Morocco on reciprocal liberalisation measures
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution highlights concerns about the following issues: impact on European agriculture producers, monitoring and control of quantities, entry price system, equivalency and measures controls in the area of environmental and food safety standards and the Western Sahara issue:
In its resolution, Parliament:
· "…calls, based on the concerns expressed by certain EU sectors at increased duty-free quotas for sensitive fruit and vegetable imports, on the Commission to present an assessment of the impact on European producers, and particularly on farmers’ incomes, and to keep Parliament regularly informed"; (§6)
· "….considers that the modification of the entry-price system must be accompanied by changes to the implementing regulation on the common organisation of agricultural markets to introduce effective control measures"; (§7)
· "… calls on the Commission to make use of specific institutional arrangements , such as cooperation to prevent market disruption, expert groups with third countries, including Morocco and the Subcommittee on Agricultural Trade when appropriate"; (§8)
· "…calls for technical assistance to be central to the negotiations on a DCFTA with Morocco; asks the Commission to promote equivalency of measures and controls between Morocco and the European Union in the area of environmental and food safety standards…"; (§9)
· "…calls for continued EU support for the improvement of production methods, through the sharing of best practice, and for Morocco’s efforts in the area of water conservation"; (§10)
· "…considers that the provisions of the DCFTAs should include assistance with the implementation of the relevant International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the ratification of unsigned core ILO conventions…"; (§11)
· "…calls on the Commission to ensure that the agreement is fully consistent with international law and benefits all the local population groups affected". (§12)
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission will ensure the continued monitoring of the agreement (as is the case so far). Furthermore, in the framework of a further DFCTA with Morocco (end of 2012), a Sustainable Impact Assessment will be carried out by the Commission (including the agriculture sector). The Commission will inform regularly the European Parliament on this issue.

The Commission has proposed, as part of the latest reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (reform of CMO Common Market Organization), to bring the rules governing implementation of the entry-price system into line with the Community Customs Code; this reform if approved will enter into force in 2014. However, it is possible to act earlier via the relevant Commission Regulations to improve the system and to avoid an unambiguous interpretation of the EU regulation. The Commission is working to this end.

On an annual base (some times twice), the Commission will continue to convene meetings within the current institutional framework in order to manage and prevent any market disruption.

In the framework of cooperation programmes (Country Action Plan), the Commission already provides financial support for the improvement of production methods, through the sharing of best practice including the area of environmental and food safety standards. These issues benefit from specific actions and technical assistance.

Morocco has ratified most of the relevant International Labour Organisation (ILO) conventions and recently adopted legislation to outlaw child labour. However, in the framework of institutional meetings (Comité d'Association and relevant subcommittees), these issues will be part of the discussions.
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