Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on modernising Europe's higher education systems, adopted by the Commission on 25 July 2012
1.
Rapporteur: László TÖKÉS (EPP/RO)

2.
EP reference number: A7-0057/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0139

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 April 2012

4.
Subject: Modernisation of Europe's higher education systems
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

6.
Brief analysis/ssessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution underlines the importance of high quality tertiary education, research and innovation in supporting a knowledge-based society, including as a means to overcome the crisis and insists that Member States invest 2% of GDP in education. It endorses the Commission's proposal to increase the EU budget available for education, training, research and youth in the next multiannual financial framework and calls for the EU Structural Funds 2014-20 to include spending on higher education.

The resolution is supportive of the key policy lines and actions foreseen in the Commission's Communication on the Modernisation of Higher Education (COM(2011) 567 final).

The content of the resolution is consistent with and linked to the resolution on the contribution of the European institutions to the consolidation and progress of the Bologna Process.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Most of the requests in the resolution are taken on board in the EU Modernisation Agenda for Higher Education, in the Erasmus programme and the proposal for Erasmus for All.

The Commission welcomes the support the resolution gives for proposals to increase significantly the funds devoted to European education and training programmes (73). It has set out its proposals to significantly increase funding for education, training, youth and sport after 2013 in the Erasmus for All Programme. A significant proportion of these funds will support the modernisation of higher education, through cooperation projects and mobility actions, and through policy support for modernisation. Erasmus for All will also encourage cooperation on transnational curricula, joint degrees and mutual recognition; increase the number of Erasmus placement partnerships (24) and support 'Knowledge Alliances' and 'Sector Skills Alliances' (40) which are also a priority for the Commission.

The Commission also welcomes the emphasis on enhancing graduate employability and increasing the relevance of higher education studies to the needs of the labour market (21-30), including by increased publication of data and information on graduate employment outcomes (25-27), support for the youth opportunities initiative (30), and for the EC to present its proposal for a quality framework for traineeships (24).

The resolution supports the Commission's initiative to launch a multidimensional ranking tool (14) which has been included as a key action of the Agenda for the Modernisation of Higher Education and will be piloted in 2012/2013.

The resolution stresses that continuous investment in the link between education, culture, research and innovation is necessary; and it highlights the importance of further supporting and developing the European Institute for Innovation and Technology with its Knowledge and Innovation Communities (51). The Commission shares this view and proposes a significant expansion of funding for the EIT and its KICs as part of the MFF 2014-20.

The resolution stresses the importance of academic freedom, culture and sport. It highlights persistent gender disparities in higher education and calls for a greater consideration of initiatives to promote female engagement in higher education and research. As the EU Modernisation Agenda notes, tackling stereotyping and dismantling the barriers still faced by women in reaching the highest levels in education and research will liberate untapped talent.

The resolution emphasises the need for high quality teaching in all parts of the EU to combat brain drain (68) and lays stress on disparities between 'western and central-eastern European higher education systems', calling on the Commission to develop a strategy and draw up a professional action plan for reducing these disparities (69).  While no specific action plan is envisaged, the modernisation of higher education and the quality improvements in central and eastern European systems is addressed via quality initiatives addressed to all EU Member States as part of the Modernisation Agenda, and also through the headline target for higher education attainment. The European Semester also plays an important role in addressing specific higher education challenges in individual Member States. The importance of enhancing and rewarding excellent teaching will be specifically addressed by the establishment of a High Level Expert Group in 2012 to examine this topic. In addressing disparities in higher education and fostering cohesion, Member States and Regions should also use EU Structural Funds.

The resolution further suggests a Euro-Mediterranean Erasmus and Leonardo da Vinci programme (63). Commission proposals to open up Erasmus for All to higher education institutions from all parts of the world will facilitate and strengthen the transnational mobility of students and academic staff from both sides of the Mediterranean to contribute to democratisation processes, enhance inter-cultural dialogue and increase the employability of graduates, and will aim to enhance the attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area as called for by the resolution (62).

The Commission is proposing, within Erasmus for All, an Erasmus master student loan guarantee scheme to facilitate learning mobility at Master level. The resolution underlines the need for fair and transparent access to the scheme throughout the Member States and the need to ensure access for students regardless of their social background and financial situation, whilst stressing that loans schemes cannot substitute grant systems for all students (71, 72) and requesting clarification on the specifics of the proposal.  Information is included in the Erasmus for All proposals and Impact Assessment and will be developed further within the context of the negotiation of the Erasmus for All programme proposals.

The resolution is supportive of the benefits of cross-border learning mobility, exchange and co-operation, including the need for improved recognition of academic studies and the Commission proposal to consolidate the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (58). The resolution further invites the Commission to make progress on the EU Visa Code (65), where DG HOME is leading a current review of the student and researchers Directives.
----------
PAGE  
3

