Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on child labour in cocoa sector, adopted by the Commission on 6 June 2012
1. Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on International Trade (INTA)

2. EP reference number: B7-0126/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0080

3. Date of adoption of the Resolution: 14 March 2012

4. Subject: Child Labour in the cocoa sector
5. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution calls for measures against the use of child labour in the Cocoa sector. Cocoa growing is a highly labour-intensive activity: 90% of all of the world's cocoa is grown by 5.5 million small farmers, and 14 million rural workers, including children, who are directly dependent on its production.

Although the resolution acknowledges the fact that producers are subjected to intense pressure to keep labour costs at a minimum level, it calls on all parties in the cocoa value chain – farmers and producers of cocoa, governments, traders, producers and consumers of chocolate – to take on their responsibilities in fighting forced labour and the trafficking of children in the sector. The Parliament therefore recommends that a global framework be set in place to ensure fair and sustainable trade. It also calls on the Commission to look into draft legislation to fight cocoa-based products from child labour and encourage the signatory countries of the UNCTAD agreement (14 exporter countries and 29 important countries plus the EU, representing 60% of global cocoa consumption and more than 80% of global production), to act to guarantee traceability for the whole length of the supply chain.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In relation to the need to ensure policy coherence in all its initiatives, namely those related to trade, development, human rights, public procurement and corporate social responsibility (paragraph 5), the Commission is fully committed to maintaining this policy coherence, having in mind that in developing countries the problem of child labour cannot be looked at in isolation. As of the need for all trade agreements to include effective provisions on poverty reduction (paragraph 6), the Commission is concretely looking into the issue of traceability of goods produced using forced child labour.
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