Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2011 progress report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, adopted by the Commission on 6 June 2012
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0129/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0085

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 March 2012

4.
Subject : Situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament follows a line of criticism coupled with cautious optimism. It covers a wide range of policy fields from the enhanced EU presence via the political criteria and dealing with war crimes to education economic and social issues as well as regional co-operation. Amongst other points, Parliament is concerned about the limited progress achieved by Bosnia and Herzegovina as a potential candidate country for EU membership, and encourages the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to take further concrete steps to put the country firmly back on track towards the EU. It urges all political actors to undertake the necessary constitutional changes and pursue other key reforms to create the conditions for the entry into force of the SAA. It stresses local ownership in all contexts, and invites the international community to find solutions for the implementation of the 5+2 Agenda of the PIC SB for the dissolution of the Office of the High Representative (OHR). It welcomes progress on ending the international supervision of the Brcko District.

Parliament welcomes the EU's overall strategy towards Bosnia and Herzegovina including the strengthening of the EU's presence in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and notes, in this regard, that the EU must allocate sufficient means, including staffing, to allow it to have a presence in the entire country. It explicitly commends the EUSR/HoD for supporting Bosnia and Herzegovina on EU-related matters and facilitating a locally owned EU integration process, fully supports the EUSR/HoD in his ambitions, urges all political actors to work in close partnership with the EUSR, and invites coherent support from all EU Member States for the EUSR/HoD.

It calls on the Commission and other international donors to support the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina with financial resources and expertise in the context of providing the victims of sexual violence with adequate reparation, economic, social and psychological support.

It calls on the Commission to examine if targeted EU support could assist in ending the segregated education system. The resolution calls upon the Commission to propose a detailed road-map to enhance mobility and access for students, trainees and workers to the labour market and the educational services in the European Economic Area, including programmes for circular migration for work.

6.
Reply to requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares Parliament's evaluation concerning the possibility of Bosnia and Herzegovina to make substantial progress on the road to the EU if a culture of compromise of political actors in full local ownership now leads to tangible constitutional and legal reforms. The Commission in headquarters and also via the EUSR/Head of Delegation fully supports the endeavours of the country to fulfil the remaining conditions to have the SAA enter into force. In line with Council Conclusions of March 2011 a credible membership application can then be considered once a satisfactory track record in implementing obligations under the SAA/IA has been established.

The Commission agrees with the request to make financial resources and expertise available in the context of providing the victims of sexual violence with adequate reparation, economic, social and psychological support. The European Commission has in the past amongst others financed projects to improve the position of female war victims in Bosnia and Herzegovina society and the mental health of victims of torture during the war. Furthermore, it is currently financing a project providing capacity building for Civil Society Organizations that provide assistance to war victims.
The Commission welcomes the initiative of Parliament to ask for an examination if targeted EU support could assist in ending the segregated education system. The Commission has included this issue in the priorities to be considered for the programming of IPA funds in 2012-2013.
The Commission takes note of the request for a detailed road-map to enhance mobility, and agrees that enhancing mobility and access for students, trainees and workers is an important part of the modernisation of the economy of the country. This is why over the last years the Commission has allocated, under the pre-accession instrument IPA, substantial and steadily increasing funds to finance scholarships for the students of the Western Balkan countries for undergraduate or postgraduate studies in the framework of the Erasmus Mundus programme, and to finance additional projects in the field of non-formal education, allowing youth organisations, young people and youth workers of Bosnia and Herzegovina to increase their participation in youth exchanges and European Voluntary Service, in the framework of the Youth in Action programme.
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