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Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on judicial training, adopted by the Commission on 6 June 2012
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 115(5) and 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0150/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0079

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 March 2012

4.
Subject: European judicial training

5.
Background of the resolution:

The Parliament is a strong supporter of European judicial training. It has adopted several resolutions on the topic: calling on Member States to act and increase professional training of the judiciary in EU law; requesting the Commission to support European judicial training financially in a more flexible and more accessible way for project promoters and to promote the activities of the legal professional networks. The Parliament supports a strong involvement of the Academy of European law (ERA) in developing European judicial training, and also recognises the importance of the European Judicial Training Network (EJTN).

The Parliament (JURI) commissioned a comparative study on training of judges and prosecutors in the EU Member States, which was conducted by ERA and the EJTN and published in October 2011.

Following the Commission Communication on European judicial training of September 2011
 and the Parliament proposal for the pilot project, the Parliament issued an oral question with debate accompanied by a motion for a resolution. The discussion took place in plenary session on 12 March 2012 where all speakers stressed the importance of judicial training for the correct implementation of EU law.

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Points 1, 4 and 6:

The Parliament considers that judicial training could be also provided via the Internet (video-conferencing, on-line courses, webstreaming) and that one way of resolving the problems is to utilise technology and finance the creation of applications on the lines of Apple's ITunes U (consisting of training courses and video material).

Point 5:

The Parliament considers that the participation in e-learning or other technology based courses could be the gateway to Erasmus for judges and to participation in training courses abroad.

Points 7, 8 and 9:

The Parliament considers that the pilot project should aim first of all to identify and expand best practices and that Member States should emulate successful institutions. Within the pilot project thematic "clusters" of EU law issues should be identified both on practical matters and on matters of substance. The pilot project should also coordinate the exchange of advice and knowledge about individual legal systems among the individual judicial training schools building upon the existing networks and resources and formal training and familiarisation with foreign legal systems.
The Parliament has tabled an amendment to the 2012 budget proposing a pilot project on European judicial training where the identification, dissemination and exchange of best practices is already mentioned as an objective.

Point 10:

The Parliament proposes that the Commission hold an annual forum at which judges can hold discussions (...) build contacts, create channels of communication and build mutual confidence and understanding.

7.
Reply to requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Points 1, 4 and 6:

The Parliament shares the Commission's support for using the new technologies at the service of justice.

Specific reference to the need to resort to e-learning, particularly to address the time constraints faced by legal practitioners, has also been made by the Commission in its Communication on European judicial training of September 2011.

The Commission is continuously developing the European e-Justice Portal to give access to information to citizens and legal practitioners. The judicial training section of the European e-Justice Portal will be further developed so that training content is made available to trainers and to legal practitioners themselves.

The Commission is willing to support the development of high quality e-learning or blended learning courses via its current and future financial programmes.

Point 5:

The reference in the Parliament's resolution to the exchange programmes shows that the Parliament agrees with the Commission's proposal to create an exchange programme for new judges and prosecutors from 2014.

This reference also shows that the Parliament agrees with the Commission regarding the need for "blended learning", that is to combine e-learning training modules and presential training activities.

Already in the current annual work programme in the field of criminal law, the Commission has included the possibility to co-fund some projects presented by several European judicial training schools to organise exchanges between trainee judges.

From 2014, the Commission aims to have necessary budget to create a full-scale two-week exchange programme for new judges and prosecutors, which will be implemented in conjunction with the European Judicial Training Network and its member schools.

DG Justice's financial programmes are also useful tools to support the organisation of European judicial training courses with participants from several Member States.

Points 7, 8 and 9:

In its Communication on European judicial training of September 2011, the Commission already mentioned the need to build on the strengths and experience of existing networks and structures at national, regional and local level. The Commission also defined the priority areas of training, based on needs indentified by the stakeholders, and underlined the need for European judicial training to be practice-oriented. The Commission mentioned as well the need for a state of play which is the first step towards proper identification of best practices and discussion on the dissemination strategies.

In this respect a legal proposal for a Commission decision has been adopted on 16 April 2012.

In line with the proposal of the European Parliament, the pilot project will target different legal professions: the pilot project will be divided notably in three different parts that will be dedicated respectively to judges and prosecutors, to court staff and to lawyers. The project will identify training solutions adapted to the need of legal practitioners and make recommendations for the wide dissemination of the identified best practices.

The pilot project will also target the different judicial networks and identify how to improve even more their cooperation.

Practical matters are very important to reach excellence in delivering judgements and improving the quality of Justice. However, regarding the reference in the Preamble to "judge craft", this is a national competence and it is not covered by the Lisbon Treaty. The Council of Europe and its commission for the efficiency of justice as well as the Consultative council of European judges are excellent partners for the Commission on these matters.

Familiarisation with foreign legal systems is also key to building mutual trust between judges and prosecutors and is part of the content target of European judicial training.

Point 10:

The Commission in general agrees with the proposal to organise an annual forum. However, due to budgetary constraints, the Commission cannot commit to such venture.

The pilot project proposed by the European Parliament on European judicial training will enable the Commission to collect recommendations regarding the organisation of such a forum so that it is the most useful and effective as possible.
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