Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the European integration process of Kosovo, adopted by the Commission on 12 June 2012
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0187/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0115

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 March 2012

4.
Subject: Kosovo

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution encourages the five non-recognising EU Member States to recognise Kosovo's independence, and would welcome their more active participation in mediation between Serbia and Kosovo. It reiterates the importance of EU engagement with Kosovo. The resolution stresses the importance of Kosovo's European perspective and underlines that the EU strategy to make this perspective tangible to Kosovo citizens has not been successful so far and that few results have been achieved. The resolution welcomes the intention of the Commission to launch a feasibility study for an SAA and its effective launch by Commissioner Füle on 27 March. It hopes that the study can be finished latest in autumn 2012. The resolution welcomes the start of the visa liberalisation process for Kosovo, and expects the Commission to present the roadmap on visa liberalisation this spring, adopting the same approach as it has for other Western Balkans countries through the preparation of a roadmap addressing four blocks of issues, the main objective being to achieve visa liberalisation at the end of this process. The resolution urges the Council and the Commission to negotiate a trade agreement with Kosovo - and send an expert mission - as soon as possible, and the Council to authorise the Commission to negotiate a framework agreement concerning Kosovo's participation in EU programmes immediately and to extend Kosovo's participation to other programmes in addition to Culture and Europe for Citizens. It calls on the Commission to present proposals on what initiatives the EU could undertake to unite the faculties in Mitrovica with those in Pristina. It also calls for the Commission to support the development of agriculture and SMEs for the production of renewable energy.

The resolution also takes note of the intention to end Kosovo's international supervision through the phasing out of the International Civilian Office; underlines the importance of Pristina's dialogue with Belgrade, calls for the implementation of Pristina-Belgrade dialogue agreements in good faith, and expresses the hope that agreements reached on all topics will enable Kosovo to enter into contractual agreements with the EU; confirms Parliament's concern about the situation in the north; warns Serbia not to organise local elections in Kosovo; underlines the importance of Kosovo's European Integration Committee and its Ministry of European Integration; and underlines the importance of the EULEX mission. The resolution calls on the Kosovo authorities to make progress on a list of issues also highlighted as important challenges in the Commission's recent Progress Report on Kosovo.

Press reports have highlighted that the resolution stressed the importance of upgrading Kosovo’s relations and representation within international cultural and heritage institutions and sports organisations, with particular reference to the International Olympic Committee with a view to enabling Kosovar athletes to participate in the upcoming London Olympic Games.

6.
Reply to requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

· The resolution welcomes the feasibility study, and in particular the fact that it was launched on 27 March and that it should be ready in the autumn;(§3)

Commissioner Füle launched the feasibility report for a Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Kosovo on 27 March in Pristina. Preparations of the study have started. The study should in principle be ready in the autumn.

· The resolution welcomes the start of the visa liberalisation process for Kosovo and expects the Commission to present the roadmap on visa liberalisation this spring, adopting the same approach as it has for other Western Balkans countries, namely through the preparation of a roadmap addressing four blocks of issues, the main objective being to achieve visa liberalisation at the end of this process; (§10)

Commissioner Malmström launched the visa dialogue in January. The discussion on the roadmap with Member States is ongoing. The visa roadmap is expected to be agreed at the end of spring. Visa roadmaps are tailor-made for each country. The roadmap will be Kosovo-specific.

· The resolution calls for the EU to negotiate a trade agreement with Kosovo; (18)

A substantial part of the feasibility study will cover trade. The sector meeting of the Stabilisation and Association Process Dialogue on trade took place in February. Another such meeting on the Internal Market is scheduled to take place in June, to coincide with a trade mission. These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for Kosovo to see and understand the relevant requirements. Following the trade mission the Commission will take stock of Kosovo's progress, both in terms of legislation and implementation, and incorporate findings in the feasibility study for an SAA, with trade representing an important component.

· The resolution calls on the Council to authorise the Commission to negotiate a framework agreement with Kosovo allowing it to participate in EU programmes; (52)

The Commission issued its original proposal for a negotiating mandate in March 2011. It has adjusted this proposal to reflect the outcome of the agreement reached on regional cooperation between Pristina and Belgrade of 24 February. The revised proposal is to be re-submitted to the Council Working Group on the Western Balkans in the near future. In an effort to reflect sensitivities of Member States and Kosovo's limited administrative capacity, the current draft mandate refers to the Culture and Europe for Citizens programmes only. However, a framework agreement covers additional programmes subsequently.

· The resolution calls on the Commission to help unite the university faculties in Mitrovica with those in Pristina; (§51)

The Commission is exploring ways to support Mitrovica university, as part of its efforts to help support a long term and inclusive agenda for the north. Faculties in Mitrovica are already participating in different Tempus projects which help to improve educational standards and establish linkages with other universities across Europe.

· The resolution calls on the Commission to support the development of sustainable agriculture in Kosovo and to support SMEs working on renewable energy; (§57)

With IPA assistance the Commission actively supports a number of projects in the agriculture and SME sectors. From 2007 to 2011, more than €28 million of IPA funding went into projects supporting agricultural and rural development. In the context of programming IPA 2012 and 2013, the Commission is currently evaluating 8 additional project proposals in the area of agricultural development. One in particular aims at tackling the extremely high level of pollution of agricultural land (IPA 2013, €3 million), which is a high political priority in Kosovo. Another potential project aims to provide grants to SMEs in the agricultural and other sectors.
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