Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2011 Progress Report on Turkey, adopted by the Commission on 12 June 2012
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 110(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B7-0189/2012 / P7_TA-PROV(2012)0116
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 March 2012
4.
Subject: the 2011 Progress Report on Turkey

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is unambiguous as regards the importance of EU-Turkey ties; it clearly supports the accession process. It lists the main reform challenges for Turkey, first and foremost in the area of fundamental rights, in particular freedom of expression, detention on remand, etc. In this context the resolution criticizes the ongoing investigations into coup plots.

The resolution fully supports the Commission's positive agenda for Turkey. It calls on the Council to give the Commission a mandate for initiating a visa dialogue and defining a roadmap for visa liberalisation. It supports the Commission's new approach for Chapter 23 (although this is not directly applicable to Turkey since then are no accession negotiations with Turkey on this chapter) and calls for renewed efforts for finalizing the screening report on Chapter 23 (Judiciary and Fundamental Rights). It also highlights the potential value-added which the opening of negotiations on Chapter 15 (Energy) could provide.

The resolution directly calls on the Commission to consider "steps conducive to an opening of Chapter 24 on Justice and Home Affairs", to provide an update on the 2010 constitutional amendments in the Progress Report and to annex to the Progress Report an analysis of the cases in the framework of the Ergenekon investigation.

Regarding the fight against terrorism, the resolution calls on the Commission and the Member States to facilitate an adequate informative dialogue and exchanges of information with Turkey on Turkish extradition requests, which cannot be taken further on legal or procedural grounds. It also asks the Commission, the Member States and the international community to support Turkey’s efforts to cope with the growing humanitarian dimension of the Syrian crisis.

6.
Reply to requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

· The consideration of "steps conducive to an opening of Chapter 24 on Justice and Home Affairs":

The Commission has sent the screening report to the Council, and it is up to the Member States to agree unanimously on the benchmarks. The Commission has furthermore included the Chapter in the Positive Agenda, in order to intensify the cooperation with the Turkish authorities towards further alignment with the acquis in the field of justice, freedom and security.

· The request for an update in the Progress Report on the implementation of the 2010 constitutional amendments:

The Commission intends to include an update on the implementation of the 2010 constitutional changes in the 2012 Progress Report – as it did in 2011.

· The annex to the Progress Report analysing the cases in the framework of the Ergenekon investigation:

The Commission will report on developments in trials and investigations of alleged criminal networks in the core text of the Progress Report – in line with standard practice and given the importance these trials have for Turkey.

· The facilitation of an adequate informative dialogue and exchanges of information on Turkish extradition requests, which cannot be taken further on legal or procedural grounds:

The Commission points to the Member States' competence regarding extradition requests and stresses that the timely adoption of a law on personal data protection in line with the EU acquis would not only facilitate the dialogue and exchanges of information, but also the cooperation with EUROPOL and EUROJUST.

· The request to support Turkey’s efforts to cope with the growing humanitarian dimension of the Syrian crisis:

On 17 April, the Turkish authorities put forward a formal request for assistance, including both financial and in-kind, for Syrian refugees temporarily sheltered in Turkey. DG Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) is looking into swift implementation of in kind and material assistance. The situation on the Turkish border critical as the number of refugees is close to 24,000. Turkey has been admirable in hosting the influx of Syrians and provided good quality camps and aid to them.
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